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OEPTEFTRNTETEFEDY 
Tothe Chriſt:an Reader. 
S& SL beit theſe our happy dayes 


A & in ſome reſpets , Good. 
W Chriſtian, have and enjoy dis 
vers and ſundry works tendirg 
eo the ſubverſion of B:1:a/, and the erefi- 
no of Gedlineſs : Yet canſidering, that as | 
earthly, fo we ſpiritual ſouldiers, feldome | 
run to the watch without allacme : I'} 
thaughr ir convenient to call upon you 
with this grave and godly book , of long | 
time hid in Hebrew, now come to light 
in Engliſh, The malice of the Jewiſh | 
| 


people in concealing it, by reaſon of 
Chriſt the righteous, ſo often prefigured, | 
was intollerable ; but the ſingular pros | 
vidence of God in preferving it, unſpeak- 
able: and now atlaſt though chargeable , 
yet fruitful 1s the exprelſing , and printing 
in our natural language of this ſo worthy , 
ſo golden a writ : B-ing of :t ſelf , with 
out the acceſſary painting of eloquent 
ſpeech, a Mirrour for Princes , a Preacher 
or all Chrittians, a beautifoll glaſs for woe | 
men, for children , ſervants, and ſuch like : 
a wife, plaulible, and moſt ready Schools | 
maſter , for to apply to every particular e- 
ſtate his peculiar zroperty, Art thou a 
Prince, a Magiſtrate, aRuler,let Fuda rule 
thee: It taou thinkeſt upon manly conrage, |} 
be teachcth valiantneſs : ifthou ſeek to g0- 
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To the Clhriftian Reader, 
vern aright, be willeth thee co flee fyran« 
ny : if thou thirſt after manners of life , he 
ſoundeth it out, that vain glory , farnicati- 
on, and diſcord, blemiſh , weaken , and at 
length utterly confume nobility, Let me 
proceed further and ask aqueſtion : Art 
thou a Biſhop , a miniſter, a Preacher of 
Chrifts bicth, life and death? Behold Levi 
as a Lantern, Thou canſt teach tby elf, but 
be can teach thee better : thou ſpeakelt to 
others, hearken to him that talketh to thee; 
of thy office, how holy it is >» bow honour- 
able, the contemners thereof how miſec. 
able; by whom begun.cantinued, and con- 
firmed, of thy Rate of life , what and how 
it ſhould be Nunguamſine Sale, fins Sole ta 
be ſhort of thy bleffedneſs, if thou art god- 
ly , wiſe and learned of thine and theic 
plagues where. thou liveſt, if wicked and 
ignorant, What ſhould I ſay more ? Look 
gpon Jacob, O you parents, peruſe the 
twelve godly Fathers in time and order : 
learn of bim and his, to pray to God in 
Chriſt his Name for your children, have 
regard to their inſtruQions the want of 
the former , your children ſhal mifl; the nes 
ple& of the latter, you your ſelves ſhal bes 
wail : For the hearty prayer ef a Father ta 
the Almighty for his @hildren , is a right 
ſingular benefit ; but he that for fooliſh 
pity giveth them the bridle , is before God 
accounted a puiley partaker of their 6nfull 
race, View this book therefore, hearken 
bow to teach your ſelves & your children, 
P You 


Levi, 


Faceb, 


To th: Chriflian Reader, 
Yau have already handled a lick mans 
Salve, enjoy now at length a lick mans 
tongue , to i:{trudt them when you leave 
chem , and what to leave them when you 
die: elſe their end will be lamentation , 
bnt yours lamentable miſery, And come 
you hither you children of the earth , read, 
{ee and (ay , that old Father Ruben with his 
good brethren, readily and rightly des 
ſcribed the bleſſed path of righteoulneſs , 
and the forlorn way of Be/:a! , the one to 


fly,the other to follow, Wilt thou begin. 


with the clde(t, for that old age ſeemeth 
wiſelt ? Stop not then the ears of thy beart 
and body toſo wiſe and ſweet a charmer, 
O the number, O the ugliſome portrai/ 
ture of choſe deadly ſpirits , that he hath fo 
orderly nnmbered, and cunning coloured: 
Lech-ry, Envy, Gluttony, Bravery, Prideyvain 
Glory, Unrighteouſneſs, wilfull Ignorance, 
All theſe, as they feem, are indeed pernis 
cions : but the former is moſt deteiteable, 
the end whereof is conſumption of this 
earthly body, and d-(lrution of the foul : 
Which wel{pring and puddle of evil,iftchou 
wilt have dryed up, ceale from drunkens 
nels :if not ſeeic, have uot a narrow and 
greedy eye upon a beautiful face; it not 
drink , yetltop thy mouth from bulie ques 
ſtiens with women : toco nclude , if not 
therein he ducked and drowned , ule las 
bour, tame youthFulneſs : For in this I overs 
ſhooting my ſ-If(\aith Rub: to his Children) 
defiled my Fathers bed | Tkerefors lookn-t ups 
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To the Clriftian Reader. 
þ on the beauty 57'a wiman, muſe not upon their 
doings, but keep your J-Ives eccupied either in 
learning, or ſome 71k ; Charge your Wiv?s 
and diughters that they trim not their heads ; 
WW:i/i\them to chafien their losXs , for every Woe 
tmanthat bouts erent, Julſyin thoſe things, ures 
i JJervedtoth: puniſhment of the world ro come. 
W hichtrade of life to eſchew , ſeeing it is 
d:':cult, withoutthe fulblling of thelaw, Ge 
the law partly confifteth in mutual love - 
(irive with S19:0n the ſecond brother , to Simcon, 
avoid firite, which blindeth the minde pin- 
eth the body provoketh murder : the re- 
medy whereof, is both forgiving ard fors 
petting, Take to the Toſepbs cheartu'] 
countenance, a perfect platfgrm of a quiet 
Te yel (. t before thine eyes CINCONS 
witacred band, aright plague for ſuch a 
fin, All which Gi! quietneſs and milchief 
fately to ſet aide: Let not Judabefct a 
part : Gather by him experience, that For a 
man topglory in his own works is finfull | 
and he which upbraideth another mans 
vice tandeth ſlip ery, Tuds choaked Ru- 
ben his eldeſt brother with his forvication ; 
Mark who linned immediatiy, but envious 
and railing J«ada: Did he not offend after-.1; 
the fleſhin the Canaanites houſe ? Did he 
rot take a wiſe without conſent of his Pa« 
r2nts? twogreatfins, and alas, in theſe 
our dayes too much uſed ; yet puniſhed , 
tie one With want, oratleaft ſmall joy of 
children , faith father F«adaz the Patciach , 


1 but the other with intollerable danger of 
4 body 
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To the Chriflian Reader, 
body and ſoul, ſaith $. Pou/, Wherefore 
abſtain from wine , abbore drunkennels ; 
for ſuch a one flandereth not, cehearſeth 
not anether mans fins , breedeth no ſeditis 
on, bat embraceth love and charity in a 

, (ingle heart : As goed father 1ſachar, who 
never railed , nor was hurtfull and ſpiteful 
to his neighbour, never ate his meat alene, 
but gave part tothe poor ; never cemoved 

the bounds and marks of other mens 
ground , but loved all men as his natucall 
children, O that as we read this, ſo we 
might expreſs the ſame in life and conver(ſs 
ation, Mercy and Love is a precious Jes 
wel, the maintainers whereef being joints 

ly connexed proſper; once diffeverd , 

come to naught, For the waters ( faith 
oP Zabulon ) waſh away the ſand, when the 
fiones and timber are difſolved.; whoſe 
mercy & {ingular compaſſion was rewart 
ed (lingularly. Sift his Teſtament, reſemble 
his care charity, in cloathing the naked & 
feeding the hungry , known and unknown, 
as well ſtrangers as his country-men, Let 
not the ſpirit of Dar poſſeſs your mind, 
Suffer not the wrath of Gad to ſettle in 
your heart, for fuch work with three fore 
inſtruments, bitter ſpeech , treachery, and 
violent hands. yeelding fruit not much un, 
fike , as you may read, as you may ſee, 

Wilt thou be taught the ready path to that 

Aſcr. *bat thou doftſeek 7 Two wayes there be 

(ſaith Ar ) vice the one, the other vers 

tue, Nepralim:race, Embrace the latter , 

eſchew 


Jſecbs 


Z abul 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
eſchew the former ; But he that walketh 
in them both , blindeth men, deceiveth 
himſelf, and mocketh God , whole double 
faced dealing ſhal be donble puniſhed, 
Such are the covetous, ſuch are they that 
are merciful} in evilneſs, ſuch are they, faith 
«Aſcr , that faſt from meats, but not from 
fornication, Have therefore a (imple 


heart , with righteous Toſeph , the bleſſed Foſeph. 


of the Lord , that right figure of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; for hatred he ſhewedlove, being 
curſed he bleſſed; being ſhot throw he did 
not ſo much as bend his bow, albeit his 
brethren would have lain him, albeit they 
c:\t himinto a Well, though they ſold him 
as a bond fJave, and that toftrangers, and 
ſuch as teatzd ſheapheards tothe death, of 
whom he was whipped and tormented , 
yet he. when they ftood in tear, gave them 
comfort: when they were well nigh fami- 
ſhed, gave them food, when by his anthos 
rity he might Celiroy , he by his authority 
did preſerve; being their Lord,uling them 
as his betters, being their brother acceps 
ting them as his children , their unkind, 
n2[s not ſpoken of , their conſpiracies fore 
pottten, their cruel dealing moſt lovingly, 
moſt mercifully forgiven, You have heard 
his love towards his neighbour , hearken 
bis obedience toward God : when he was 
miſerably afflited, did he rage and ſwell, 
when he was made a bond flave of afree 
mans ſon ? Did he cry out on heaven, bes 
ing utterly forſaken ? Did be impatiently 

"24 accuſe 
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To the Chriftian Rec der, | 
accnſe Gods juſtice ? No, Expeftans ex. | 
pe Aavit Dominum : And at the laſt, the 
Lord which hid his face did ſhow his 
countenance ; of acaitife , in reſpe&, ma- 
king him free. of a freeman wealthy, ofa g 
wealthy ſubjet'\, an honourable perſons | 
ape; Lord preſident of Pharo's land, whom | 
the Egyptians being alive loved , being 
dead loved, being rotten loved ; whom 
living,neither wealth nor woe could make 

to ſwell : neither promiſe or threats of the 
Epyptians ſirumpet could make ſiide ; and 
therefore being dead , neither w <rld 
devil. nor mans nolicie could make for- 
ontten, O that our mortall race mig! 
thns b-gin , thus perſevere , migl:* tos. 
O Lord , moſt happily finiih ; the ſniri? 0 
willing. but tho Aeſh is woealr, Leorn theres 
fore of Benjamin to inflame ty heort, ta? 
 thon mayeſt b» ready both in body = 
Ec. foul. Letus, faith Eccleſraſt commend ( a1 
ſo fayT let us behold ) rhe no3Je famine a 
and th: gen-ration of our fore-:1d:r5, for ma-« 
ay glorious at hath the Lord done in th:m ang 
ſheaved his great ÞIW?er ever ſince the b SO 
Upon the conſideration whereof, anc! 
ſpecially for that I would have rothing | 
wanting in this book that might ſerve tl: y - 
contentation , I thougi: it as well perti- | 
nent to deal with the ripht-ous Father, as 
with the godly Children, For to ſhadow a 
face only without a body , hath his de- 
ſerved commendation : but vhoſo paint- 
th aleg without a bady, or abody with- | 
OUu?t 


, 


To the Ghriftian Reader? 
outahead , it ſhal not be amils, as I ſups 
poſe, aſwel to tearm him a fooliſh painter, 
as to judge the thing undiſcreetly painted : 
wherefore as well toſee the head as the 
leg, and to hear the Father as the childcen, 
I have faithfully drawn out of Scripture 
(and not according to my fancy faſhiov- 
ed) the death and Teſtament of Jace6, tl:at 
bleſſed and right happy Father , added to 
this ancient monument of the Children, 
Therefore, to recompenſe my pains, read 
them, but read them diligently , neither 
read only, but be content to follow, For 
the imitation of good and godly men, is 
the dire& way and courle of godlinels : 
So may we account of Jacobs blesfing ; ſo 
may we throughly challenge to be this 
children: Children I mean , not by fleſh, 
but Spirit, The Lord which made Heaven 
2r,d Earth , the Lord which pave his Son 
to ſh:d his heart biood for us, God which 
diſz0'eth all things to his pleaſure, pre- 
ſerve our King, increaſe our faith and make 
us thankful for bis benehts, Amer, 
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THE 
TESTAMEN T 


JACOB, 


Made at his death, to his twelye 
$ons, the Patriachs, concerning what 
ſhould betide them in the laſt 
dayes! gathered out of Gen, 48, 
49, and added umothis Bock, 


Come barken , my Sons , the things I give, 
my bleſſing , and my ban : 

The firs to them that Godly live, 
the laſt , 18 wicked man. 


Acob the ſon of Iſaac, born of 
J Rebecca inthe year of the world 
2108, his Father being threeſcore years $;mple ſor | 
of age ; was aperfte& man and righte- jnnocence; 
ous dwelling in Tents ; not piven to 
pleaſare and hunting , as his elder Bro- $2coþ belg- 
ther » elder by nature not by grace. ved , not of 
For the elder ſhal ſerve the younger , ſaith mers, Rows 
the Lord, Why? not fer that Faceb had 9. butof 
ſo deſerved, but Gad bath ſo appeints 8/444 
ed, Wherefore when be thus by the 
determinate-will of God and heavenly 
diſpolition , which ordereth all things 
whatſoever;had gat bis Brothers births 

A cigHt 


Ges. 24, 


The Teitament 
right, and his Fathers bleſſing » his pars 
ents conſidering that the ſlippery 
dayes of carne] copulation did aps 
proach, and warily fearing his Brother 
Eſau, for that he conceived murder in 
his heart, and inflituted a birth day for 
his deviliſh purpoſe, ſent him from Berg 
Jſabato Meſ5potamia to Laban inis Moy 
thers Brother there honeſtly to take a 
Wife, and quietly tolive, For matri- 
mony, without conſent of Parents;and 
due con(ideration of either party cons 
fracted-as it breedeth their Cifquietneſs, 
ſoit provocketh Gods diſpleaſure, 7a- 
Trouble ep £96 therefore after long travel, being 
Dain are de- Placed with his uncle Laban, and ſervs 
flined tothe ing him fourteen years in iabour and 
Elf, pain (albeit he was the Chitd of pro- 

miſe, the bleſſed of the Lord born of a 

Free werman , and that whici is mare, 
#r example his Uncles bone aid fizih, and Lord of 
of Children Ganaan:not argning with himſeif as the 

worldly children of this earth, ſaying, 

S$hal I which am a free and wealthy 

mans Son be made a ſervant ? S4al I 

be a drndge in my kin mans houfe, be - 

imp ſent to marry Sz not toſerve? ) had 
A zodlie given tim by Zabanr to Wite for his 
"Tore ſor ſer-p00d ſervice) by which God hiefled 
©4nF;, (tharlittle that Laban had before ) his 
'ewo davphiters, F..afict, then Rachel ; 
'with their hzndmids, B:/ha ar d Zr cha; 
'of whom , according to the premite 
raade to him in 5:thet, that Eis fee 

10G 


A caveat 
Marriage. 


of Jacob, 

ſhonld be multiplied. hz begat twelve 

| Sonnes, ( twelve godly Fathers of the 

i earth, ) Ruben, Simeon, Levi, Tuday 
Dan, Neptalm, Gad. .Aſ-r, Tjachar , 
Zabulon, Joſeph, Benjawing, 

Thus he being bleſſed of the Lord , Mans lifeis 
as well in Children as in fubftance.re- but apulgr# 
turned again to his native Country, he M4gc. 
and hisChildren, there to live, &there 
to die, But behold che Divine pr ovi- 
dence of God after three and thirty 
years expired he vvas remov-d trom 
Canaanto Goſen in Egypr, by means of 
his Son Foſeph, chief Reward of Pha- 
raochs land whom his Brethren heres 
fore had fold. Where whe he had lived 
17. years, and feen tis family increaſed 
exceedingly to his great jay&comtfort 
no doubt eſpecially all the other coun- 

Cara about being plageed with a preat Gol alway 

amine, & he by Gods mercy not preat- provider 

iy feeling the ſame , perceiving alſo his for the righ- 

troubleſome pilgrimage drawinetoan jy, 
end, called his Son ]-ſeph and ſaid If 
kart found orace 1# thy ſrobt,oh put thy hand 
e:nder my thigh, ( tor in this order they 
took an oathin Jacobs time ) deal mercre 
fully with me and truly, bury me not in Eg 
Q gypt but 1:t me ſle:p with my Fathere : 
'_ wherenothing is ture faithin the pro- 
miſe of God made to his Fathers, will- 
ed him tolook for Canaan his hoped in- 
heritance, and not'to treſt in Pharaohs 
kad, To which bis requeſt, when Joſept 
24s 
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The Teilament 
his loving Son obediently did condes 
ſcend Jacob taking alitele more ſtrength 
onto bim, and ſitting ap deſirevs allo te 
Parents ſhew forth the great goodneſs of the 
ought to tell Lordin preſerving bim and his , ſaid : 
their chil- God «Almighty appeared unto me at Luz, 
dren Gods inthe land of Cannan, and bleſſed me, ſay: 
bleſſings, ing, Behold 1 Twill make thee fruitful , and 
cauſe thee to multiply & vill make a great 
number of people of thee, and will give this 
land unto thy ſeed foran everlafting poſſe/i- 
01, Thy ſons, Manaſſes and Ephraim , 7 
rake as mine own, their own brethren ſhal be 
Thatis, fbal called after thy name, As 1came from Mes 
be under (opotamia ,' Rachel dyed in the Jand of 
their tribes. Cannan, and was buried bythe way to 
Ephrata, zhe ſam: i» Bethlehem, 

Then Jacob albeit ſomewhat dimme 
for age,bebolding Joſephs two ſens, /eid 
What are th:ſe? To whom Jo/eph anſwe- 
Chi, ed: They are my Sons which God bath gis 

ven me, O bring them to me, (aid Jacob & 
kt ne bleſs them : 1 had not thought to have 
ſeen thy face , Joſeph , yet Io God ſhewed 

me thy ſeed, 
God, in whoſe ſight my Fathers Abrabam 
Counted as 9114 Iſaac did walk : God which hath fed 
oncoſhis me all my life Jong unt: this day,and the ans 
cbildre, not ge! obich hath delivered me from all evill, 
that they *bleſſe theſe lads , and let my name be named 
fpould pray on them,£5 the name of my Fathers, Abra- 
unto bir be ham and Iſaac, and that they may grow in« 
Ing dead; ty amultitude inthe mid of the carth, 
Tekin ThenasJ,@p6 lifted his Kather "_ 
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of Jacob. | ? 
from Ephraim , to Manaſſer, the elder , gathered 
Facob faid; Let it b:, I know well my Son, God hath 
be fhal alſo be agreat peopleybut bis younger Mercy On 
brother ſhat be greater,in thee lerIſracl 6lef8 whem be 
and ſay , God make thee as Ephraim and jk B bh 

Manaſles After this he fainting ſaid, Bes ro =o 

bold Joſeph, I die, God ſhal be Tpith yourT jv yet 

bring you again to the land of your Fathers, yy boped 

Moreover T grve anto thee aportion of land ſgy, 

above thy Brethren, which 1 conquered by 
ſword and bow of the Amotites, «And 

come you hither alſo, O my cbildren, that 1 

may tell you what ſhalcome on you 1nth: laſt 
dayes : Gather ye together, and bear ye ſons 
of Facrh, bearken wmo Iſracl your Father, 
Ruben my furfl born my might,my flrength 
excellent in dignity £5 power, unconflant 
as Water , thay ſhalt not excel , becauſe 
thou didft d:file my coutch, 

Simeon and Levi, Brethren in evil, who 
in your wrath ſlew aman, and in your ſclf- 
Wil] digged down a wal! , Curſed be your 

wrath, for it was ſhamelef, & your fierce- q cru ua 

neſs, for it was cruel 1 will divide you in ;,he. and 

Jacob, and ſcatter you inIfrael, Sime3 was 

Judaztby hand fhal b: on the noek of thine under Jud. 
enemies, Thy brethren ſhal Stoop unto thee; Bleſſings of 

#s a Lyons whelp ſhalt thou come up from Judas wor; 

#he ſpoil; thou ſhalt couch like a Lyon, © ag #b) ceptien, 
8 Lyonefs 5 who ſhall flir thee up ? 2 The A Neble 

Sceprerfha}nat depars from thee nor aJawy Prizce , 
giver from bet weenthy feet umill Shiloh Chrift, 
<COme : #ll Nations ſhol ſeek after him, 3, , 


TkuPalt bind thy IN: Fole-30 the Pine, , 
«nul © 


Begotten 78 
my youth. 


5 The Teftament 
ardth: Aſſes Colt rothe beſt Fine ; thuu 
ſhalt waſh thy garment in Wine, thy cl:ak 
into the blood of Grape, thy eyes ſhall b: r:d 
Tith V/in:, and thy teeth white with milk. 

Z.3bulon thou ſhait dwell by the ſea fide 
an1ithu ſhalt be an Hav:n for ſhips ; thy 
border ſhai b: unto Zidon, 

Iſachar » Thou ſhalt be a flrong Aſſ-, 
coucbing down betarcen two burd ns: And 
thou ſhalt ſec that refl is good , and thit the 
land is pleaſant, and ſhalt bor thy ſhoulder 
to bear , and ſhalt h: ſub!:t unto tribute, 

Ju?Z- 13 Dan, Thou ſhalt judge the prople, as one 

24,15, 16, ofth: irib:r of Iſra:l, Dan thou ſhalt be a 
Serpent by the way, an Add:r by the path, 
birting the horſe heels, ſothat his Rider ſhall 
fall backward, Then Jacob forſeeing in 
his mind the preat calamity that ſhould 
betide his proſterity, comforting him 
ſelt, and refling in Gods promiſe cryed 
out with heart and mind: 0h Zord, 1 
}ev? waited for thy ſalvation, 

Gad, An boaſt of men ſhall overcom? 

thee, but thou ſhalt ov:rcome at the Jaft, 

Joſp, 1.21, «And what ſhall 1 ſay 1c Aler? his bread 
(hall be fat, and he ſhall have pleaſures for 
a King | 

Neptalim, is 9 binJ enr for a preſent, 
Judg. 4. 5 giving godly words, 
Joſeph s a flouriſhing Bough by a Well 
The bleing /74+,1h- ſmall boughs ſhall run upon the WWall 
of Joſeph. The Archers ſhot againff him , and hated 
Increaſe 0f z;,, bur his brugh was mad: firang and buy 
Jamil). Aras firengihened bythe bands of the Al- 


mighty 


Num. 33. 
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ef Tacob, 
mighty God of Joſeph Out of him ſhal come 
an Heardman, a flone in Iſrael, .All theſe gy hirgs 
things ſhall Come from My Fathers God com {God 
which bath heIped thee, £5 bleſſed thee with 
bI:[/ings of the Heavenwith ble/Jings of the 
de: beneath, with Helings of the breft 5 
womb, The blesſings of (me: thy Father that 
I grvethee, are flror:rerthan the bles[ing that 
[ tadof mine Elders, Ontill the end ofthe 
hil's of the world they ſhall be on thy head, 
Benjamin ſrallravine as a FVol/ inthe 
morning he ſhall deftroy the prey, at night 
divideth & {poil, Ang now when 1 ſhall be 
e 1thered 7o my prople,burie me ith my Fas Not ſoy the 
1her, inthe cave that ir in the fi-Id of Ephs boline(s of 
ronth: Hethite, inthe cave that wu in the the place but 
fi:1dof Machpelaby which is before Ma- for memory 
mre, inthe land :f Canaan,zrhich Abra. 0 Gods pro 
ham bought with the field of Ephron rhe miſe, 
Hthie, for a poſſesſion to burit in, whereas 
292re buried Abrabam, Sara his wife, and 
Tſaac with Rebebca! and there I buried 
Lea. The f:14 and the cave that u therein, 
was brought of the Children of Heth, 
When Faceb had made an end of com- 
mandins allthat he would unto hisſons 
baving lived an hundreth fourty and fe- 
ven years, he plucked up his feet into 
the bed, and quickly dyed. Then Jojeph 
falling upon his Fathers face , and kiſs A token of 
ſing him with tears, cauſed him to be® 90d con: 
embalmed by Phylicians, to the ſpace [evener 
of 40. dayes>& mourned for himthree- 
ſcoreand ten dayes. Who departing 
from 


7 
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from Egypr into C-naen , with Noble 
men of the land in Chariots, and horſes 
men , buried him in the place whict 
Facob had appointed, 


Ce —_ mm —_—_—_ 
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The Teſtament of Rub», made to hi: 
Childcen at his death, concerning the 
things that be had in his mind, by che 


ſuggeſtion of the ſpirir of force- 
knowledge. 
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do note the flirength, the luſt, 
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oF Ruben, 

Of Reuben and unconfant bead, 
- who whereſore was accurſt, 
His is the Copy of Rubens Teſfta- 

ment ; concerning all the things 
whieb he gave in cbarge to bisChildren 
before hedyed, in the 125 year of his 
life, ewo years after the deceaſe of Fo- 
ſeph- his children and childrens children 
came to viſit himin his ſickneſs; and he 
ſaid unto them, 

My children 1 dye,and go the way 
of my Fathers, And feing there bis bres 
thren, Jade, Gad and Aſer,be ſaid une 
tothem ; Litt me up my brethren that, 
I may tell you and my Children the 
things which I have bidden in myheare, 
for I am henceforth drawing to my Peath & ony 
lovg home, Then fiandiog up, be kiſ. {99g beme. 
ſed them, and weeping faid;harken my 
brethren, and you my children,give car 
to the words of your father Rub:n,mark 
what Igive in charge to yeu. Bebold I 
command you this day-befere the God 
of Heaven,that ye walk not in the ignos 
rance of youthfulneſs and fornication Fornicatis 
wherein I overſhot my ſelf and defiled Piegned. 
the bed of my Father Facob,for I aſſure G*". 15. 
you that the Lord did therefore firike* 4 =_ od 
me with a fore plagae in my flanks the ay 4 My, 
ſpace of » months;and aTI had periſhed —_—_— 
if my Father 5 Jacob had not prayed to þ oy, pie. 
the Lord for me,becauſe he was mind- fngey prov 
ed to have ſlain me I was thirty years ey of a F«- 
old when Idid this evilin the ſight "8 ther 19 God 

tne 
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for [is chil- the Lord, and 7 months was Ilickto 
dre cf what the death, and with a free heart dfd I 
ber-f't  fevenycar pennance before the Lard, 
In rcfelac? [ drank nc wine nor firovug drink : No 


is 'fraes f SP 
Foe ECT! * flzſh cane within my mouth, Trtaſted 
to beconſitr | 


Mo! note. . *Yf any fnevread: but Imurned for 
1-421 2, 2 (10, forit waz great, and there ſhall 
Th-cjg'- one ſuch be done in 1/rael, And now 
iefruncyt my ſons bear rae, that I may ſhew you 
rc.b 13 what Ifaw concerning the ſeven ſpirits 
P':rk- 1. 7 Of error'in my repentance, Re/za/ givety 
the cij:&# of fev-n ſpirits againt a man, which are 
bem, the welſp: 1ngs of youthful works : and 
ſeven ſpirits are given man in his creatis 
on , whereby all his works are cone, 
The kr is the ſpirit of lite, wherewith 
___ tscreafted his being, The ſecond is the 
2 SEEIPB. ſpirit of ſeing , wherewith cometh luſts 
z Hearing, ig, The third , the ſpirit of hearing , 
wirerewithcometh learning, T he 4qthis 
the (ſpirit of ſmelling v-herwith cometh 
delight, by drawing in of the aire, and 
by breathing of it outagain, The fifth is 
the ſpirit of fpeach, wher2with knows 
ledge is made, The (;xt is the ſpirit of 
C Taſting. taſting, whereof cometh the feeding us 
pon things that are fo be eaten and 
drunk, and through them is ingendred 
ſtrength , becauſe the ſuſtice of tirEgth 
is in meat, The ſeventh is che ſpirit of 
ſeed and peneration, wherewith ente- 

7 Seed and reth in the luſt of pleaſure, 
of what fro: For this cauſe it is th12 laſt of creation, 
fery, ard the firflof youth, becauſe it is ful! of 
Ingrance 


x Liſe. 


4 Smelling. 
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of Ruben. if 
> ignorance, and ignorance leadeth the 
younger ſort as a blind body intothe 8 ſeep and 
ditch and as an oxe to the (tall, Among of what prox 
all theſe is the eight ſpicit, which is of P7'Y- _. 
Eight (pi- 


ſleep, with who is created the waſting -> Tie 


away of nature,and tho image of death, 2, 4 of 

Wich theſe [picits are mingled the Ipis gy,,y prg- 

rits of errour; whereof the ficlt is the yercy, 

ſpicit of Iechery , wholyeth witkin the, x 7.echery 

{ natureand ſenſes of man, The ſecond 2 Gluttony 

| ſpicit of anſatiableneſs lyeth in the belly 3 Envy. 
The thicd ſpirit of rife, Iyeth in the lj- 4 Bravery. 
ver andin choler, The fourth ſpirit is 5 Pr74e of 
of bravery & pallentnels, that the pars what pro- 

| try may ſeem camely by exceſs. The ak "'K 

\ fifth is the ſpicic of pride, which moveth 'y ray M 
a man to mind over great things, or tO j4 gupiterh, 
think well of himſelf, The fixth isthe 

ſpirit of lying or vain gloriouſneſs, in 


boaſting a mans ſelf &indetireta file 7 Hnrgh- 
teouſnels, 


| his talk concerning his own kindred & 
acquaintance, The teventhis the ſpicit 
' of uniighteouſneſs, which Hirreth up 
| the affetions, that a man ſhould pers 
{ form thelutitull pleaſures of his heart, 
| for unrighteouſneſs worketh with all TY 
the other ſpicits, by takiag guile unto ; wo 
{ kim Unto all thele fpiritsis matchedthe , ink 
| eight ſpirit, which is the ſpicit of fl:epor g;;j.; of igs 
s ſlugginels, in errour & imagination, & ggraxce. 
ſo the ſouls of young folks periſh, be- Ringlead- 
cauſ2 their minds are darkned& hidden ersto forrj« 
from the truth and underſtand not the cation.. 
law of theLordyneicther obey the dot- 
rine 


ſecreilie 
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rine of their fachers , as befel tome in 
my youth, But now my children, love 
the truth, & that ſhal preferve you: bars 
ken te your Father Ruben , and let not 
your eyes firſt con agazing after wo- 
men, neither be ye ſecondly alone with 
| a woman that is married neither do ye 
feqze. ſeck about thirdly what women are do- 
ing; For it I bad not feen B:Jbabathing 
ber (elf in a ſecret place, I bad not tal- 
len into that great wickedneſs: but my 
mind ran ſo uponthe naked woman till 
it ſuffered me not to fleeptill Fhad com 
mitted abomination, For while my fa- 
. ther Jacob was away at bis father 1/aacs 
& lin Gadar hard by Expbrats, a houſe 
in B:thlchem. Rilha fell tuurthly drunks 
en, and as ſhe lay afleep uncovered in 
her chamber [ went in fo, &leeing her 
nakedneſs wrought wickedneſs with 
heczS&leaving her aſleep went my way, 
By and by an Angel of God bewrayed 
my wickedneſs to my father Jacob, who 
ſo coming home mourned for me, &tou- 
ched not Bilha any more, Therefore 
done, but it Jook not apon the beauty of women, 
be open. neither muſe you upon their doings , 
but walk ye with a lingle beart in the 
fear of the Lord God , buſying your 
ſelves about ſome work and keeping 
your (elves occupied either in learning 
or abont your flocks. until ſuch time as 
tive from God pive you ſuch wives as heliſteth , 
ſornicaion. left you do ſaffer as'I have dene.I ducſt 
not 


neſs, 


Nothing 


of P.uben, a3 
not look my tather in the face to his dy 

ing day , nor ſpeak to any of my bre. A guiltre 
thren for ſhame , My contcience biteth conſctence 
me even yet till for my lin : but my fa, % 4 great 
ther comforted me. and prayed for me burden. 
ante the Lord , that bis wrath might 
paſs away from me as the Locd him- 
felf ſhewed anto me, Therefore from 
that time forth, I was kept from (10s 
ning any more, And you my child: en : 
likewile, keep ye hae ſhal tell you,6t Che ſruit of 
you ſhall not tin ; for fornication is the ſ —" 
deſiruQion of the ſoul ſeparating it g. 
from God, and making it to draw unto (4, 

idols , becauſe it leadeth the mind and, | 40ja1yje. 
underſtanding into error, and bringeth ; ſhortneſs 
men to their grave before their time ; of life. 

for whoredom hath andone many men 4 Ignomi- 
& although a man be ancient or noble, nos ſhame 
yet doth it ſhame him . and make bim 
alaughing ſtock both before Belial & 
the (ons of men, Rat Joſeph, bec..ulc he 
kept bimſelt from all women, & clean(- 

ed his thoughts from all fornication , 

found favour both befare the Lord & Joſephs 
men, The Egyptian woman did much cheſtitie 
to him , by uſing the help of Witches , 7*F«rded. 
and by offering him flaabar ſauces but 

the purpoſe of hiz mind admitted no 

noyſome defire. For this cauſe the God 

of our fathers delivered him from all? ropertzes of 
death both ſeen & unſeen. For if for. unchaft wo- 
nication over-ruſenot your mind, nei- _ 

ther ſhal Be/ia/ pi :vail againfl you, Wo- 


men 


.14 


A note for 
g1r1tih 14- 
tire an1 
wqi1{on 
looks, 


An cx1m- 
Þle of this 
miſchief, 
Gen. 6, 


Teachers 
1nſcAions 
company 

corrupteth 
the mind. 


The Teſtament, 
men ace hucttull things; my fons, be- 


cauſe that when they want power an 


[treoght againſia man,they work guiles 
tally to draw them to them by trams . 
and whom they cannoe overmatch it; 
ſtrength,him they overcome by deceii- 
For the Angel of rhe Lord whic# 
taught me, told me of them , that the 
be overmaſtered by the ſpirit of forgi. 
cation more then men be, & that they 
be ever praQtiſing in theic hearts a- 
gainſt men, tirlt making their minds tc 
ere by decking of themſelves;then ſhe. 
ding their poylon into them by Nhghte; 
and finally catching them prifoners by 
their doings; tor a woman is not able 
toenforce a man + Therefore my ſons 
flie forvication, charge your wives and 
daughters that they trim not theirheads 
& will them to cbalten their looks, for 
every worman that dealcth deceittully 
in theſe things, is reiervedto the puni- 
ſhment of the world to come , for by 
ſuch means were the watchers dec2iv- 
ed before the flouds; as loon as they 
ſaw them they fell in love one with 7.9 - 
other, & conceiveJa working in theic 
minds, and turned themfetves ut:to the 
ſhape cfmen aid appear:d to them in 
cheir companyibg with their husband * 
and the woman by corceiving the de- 
fire of them 1» the imac... ation of thei, 
mind, brought f.rth Giants, For the 
watches appzarea to them of height 
Uito 
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unto heaven, Therefore keep your 
ſelves from fornication,andif ye intend 
to have a clear mind, and keep your 
ſelves from all women , & forbid them 
likewiſe the company of men,that they 
may have alſo clear minds, For al, Envy ac- 
:hough continual companying do not companieth 
alwayes work wickedneſs , yet breed fornication 
:hey incurable ſtings to them , ard to own fol 
us everlaſting ſhame before Be/ia!; be- = E-.; 
cauſe: that foruication hath neither un. 2% 4: 9s 
derftandiop nor godlinels in it, and all 
enviouſneſs dwelleth in the delire 
thereof ; and tor that cauſe ſhal ye ene. 
vy the children of Zeviz and ſeek to be 
exalted above them, but he ſhal not be Theprodh:. 
able to compals it for God will avenge ſics SE Mr 
them , and you ſhal die a dargerous qp,;q 
death,tor anto Lev and 7uda bath the 
Lord given the ſoveraingty » and unto 
me, and Das and Foſ' pb hath he grants 
ed to be Princes with them. Wherefore 
E charge you, hear Zeri for be ſhall 
know the Law of :1:s Lord, and deal r;: 
forth judgement, and offer ſac:ifices , = 
for all 1/-a:/ till the full time of Chrift, with nc;2þ. 
the chiet Prizi}, becauſe the Lord kath bours,Gea: 
ſpoken it, I charge you by the God of 5. 49, 
2aven , that every of you d-al faith. 
fully with his neighbour, and ilick un- 
to Zayiin humbleneſs of beart, that ye 
may receive blel(Jing at his mouth , for 
he ſhall bleſs 1/-ac] and Fuda. God hath 
choſen Fuda to be the Kirg of ail peos 
B Pie; 


- > —_— Ck. 
4 * 


——w” S- 2 = OR _ 


I6 


The Teflament. 
eople , wherefore worſhip you. his 
ed, tor he ſhal die for you in battels, 
both vit:ble and inviſible, and ſhal ceign 
over you world without end, | 
Ruben having given his children the 
foreſaid charge, and bleſſed them died; 
then they put him in a coffine and car- 
rying him out of Egypr , buried him at 
H:bron , in the double Cave where bis 
Fathers ſlept. 


OE 


The Teſtament of Simeon, tnade to his 
children at his death concerning Envy, 
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Of Levi, 
corruption, and their land and ſubſtanee 
ſbal be deſtroyed , but in the fifth week 
they ſhall return into their deſolate coun- 


' try, and renew the Lords houſe. Jothe 


ſeventh week, ſhal come idolatrous 
priells, covetous watriours, uorighteous 
(cribes , and filthy abuſers of men, chil. 
dren aud beaſts, After that the Lord 
hath ſent vengeance upon them in the 
prieſthood then will Ged raiſe up anew 
Prieſt, unto whom all the Lords words 
ſhal be opened : and he ſhal execute true 
judgement upon earth many dayes, and 
his (tar ſhal ariſein heaven, As aKing 
ſhall he ſh2d tortl the light o: knowledge 
in the open ſunſhine of the day, and he 
ſhallbe magnytied over all the world, & 
be received and ſhine & the Sun upag 
the earth; and diive away all darkneſs, & 
there ſhal be peace upon all the earth, In 
his dayes the heavers ſhal rejoice, the 
earth ſh3l be plad, the clouds ſhal be 
merry, the knowledge of the Lord ſhi] 
be powred ont upor the earth as the 
waters of the ſeas, and the Anpels of plo, 
ry that ace in the Lords preſence ſhalre- 
joice in him, The heavens ſhal be open= 
ed, and vat of the Temple of glory ſhal 
fanQi5cation come upon bim with the 
Fathers voice, as from Abraham the Fa- 
ther of 1/auc, and the glory of the high- 
eſt ſhal be ſpread out upon him , and the 
ſpiri: of nad: rfſanding aid fanRiheation 
ſhall ceſt upon him, whereof he woes 

abun = 


Chrift aud 
bis true mi» 
niftry de- 

{cribed, 


Chriſt light 
ncth the 
world, 

Baptiſme of 
(C brif] pro- 
pbcſied, 
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abundantly and mightily co his children 


in truth tor evermore, and there ſhal 
none (ucced him from generation to ge- 


naration, worki without end, In his ' 


Prieſthood all fin ſhal come to an end, & 
No prieft- the untightegus ſhal ceaſe from their 
hood ſhalt naughtineſs : but the righteous ſhal reſt 
ſucced in hbim, and he ſhal open the pates of 
Chriſt. Paradiſe , and ſtay the threatning 1word 


of ri againſt Adam , and feed the lambs with 


cal. 


the fruit of life and the ſpirit of holynels | 
__ ſhal be in them. He ſha! bind up Bclial, 


and give his ownchildr +11 power to tread | 


Chrift our down hu:tful ſpicits, and the Lord ſhal 
propitiator, rejoice in his children, and accept them 
Chriſt gi: as his beloved tor evermorce. Then ſhal 
veth power Abrabamn, Iſaac, and Faceb, be glad, and 
tobis to then ſhall I and all ſaints rejoice, Now 
tread d0WN ny children ye have heard all, Theres 
PITHY, fore chooſe unto you either light or 
darkneſs, either the Law of the Lord, 
or the works of Bclial; and we anſwered 
our Father ſaying ;: We will walk be- 
fore the Lord according to his law, And 
our father (aid, the Lord is witneſs, and 
bis Angels are witneſſes, and I ama 
witneſs, & you your ſelves are witneſles 
of the words of my mouth, And when 
we had anſwered we will be witneſſes , 
Leti reſted with his charge given unto 

his children, 


And ſtretched out his feet, and was | 
put to his Fathers when he had lived an 


ut:dred and (even and thirty years, and 
they 


tt. 
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| Of Levi. 39 
1 they laid bimin a cothn, and buried him | 
| afterward in Hebron, beſides «Abrabam 
Iſaac » and Jacob, : 
| 


* The Teſtament of Jada, made to his 
& Children at bjs death concerning 
| valientneſs , covetouſneſs, 

and fornication, 
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g | be bleſſc 4 2'r;ncely fi ate 
| Of Jude ſuffering not his mate, 
T be $cepter, Lion , Purſe and Crown, 
betokeneth glory and renown. 
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TY Copy of all the ſayings of 
7#da, which he ſpake unto his 
Children at the time of his death : when 
they were oome together before bim he 
ſaid ante them. 
Fulesb 1 was my Fathers fourth ſen, and m 
exorta:ion. mother called me Judd, ſaying, I than 
the duty of the Lord for that be hath given me a | 
childres. fourth ſon, 1 was ſwift of foot and pains ; 
fullin my youth, and obeyed my tatber 
in all things, and blefſed my mother and | 
my mother 6fters, And when I came uns 
*2 to mans eftate, my father Jacob prayed | 
over me , ſaying : Thou ſhalc be aKing | 
and proſperous in all things, Be | 
God pave me grace in all my works | 
both abroad and at beme, Uponatime ' 
I ſaw a Hind, and ran after her , and , 
caught her , and made good meat ot her 
for my father, Alſo Ioutran the Roes, þ 
and overtook all things that werein the |} 
felds, infomach that I caught a wild 
» Mare, and tamed her, Iplackeda Kid 
out of the mouth of a Bear, and taking 
bim by the pawe overthrew him and 
The may- rent aſunder all wild beafts thae turned 
:ood of Ju- upon me, a8 if I had been adog. I ens 
da. c&@untred with a wild Boar, and overruns 
4: ning bim tare him in pieces, In Hebron ( 
Fo a baſtrad Lyon leapt upon a Dog, and TI | 
catching him by the tail flung him away 
by and by and he braſt aſander, In the 
6, borders of Gare a wild Bull was feeding 
an 


Pdiaine(s 
of Pud 
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Of Tuda, l 
in the fields, and I took him by the -"* 
horns, and ſwinged him about,and finals + 
ly killed him, There came two King: 
of the Canaenites armed upon our flack , 
and much people with them , and Ialone 3x 
canning unto the flock,ſtept to King Ser 
and ſtriking up his legs, overthrew him » 
and ſo ſlew him, Allo I killed another 
King named Thapbes,litting on bis borſe, #*: 
and ſo ſcattered all their people, I over- 
took King «Achor, a Giant on barle. 
back. ſhooting fofvard and backward * 
and throwing a flone of threeſcore 
pound weight vpon his horſe, Lover 
threw bim and killed him , and tightiog 
4 twohours with .Achor at length Telave 
j his ſhield and maimed his feet and finally 
4 flewhim. As I waspulling off hig breſt- 
'! plate, behold eight of his friends aflailed 
me, whereupon I filled my bands with 
ones, and flingicg them at them with a 
fling, ew four of them, and put the 0- 
ther four to flight, Alſo our Father the wn: 
Jacob flew the Giant Bec/:ſa King of all w: of Js 
the Kings who was mighty and hudge , cob. 
ofthe ſiature of twelve cubits, By reaſs 
on whereof fear fell upon them, and they 
lefe their Gghting againſt us. For this 
caule my father was careful] of me when 
I was in battel with my brethren He 
ſaw in a vifion concerning me , that the 
Angel of firength tollowed me every 
where, to the intert I ſhould not be 


overcame, The fecond hand(cl was a 
& 19 oreater 


The Teſtament 
er battel to us then that which we 
ad at Sichem : inſo mach that in fight- 
ing valiantly with my brethren, I chaſed 
a thouſand men and flew of them two 
hundreth perſons & four of their Kings, 
and following after thetn «kaled the 
walls of their city, and there flew two 


Kings more, and ſo we delivered Hes 
bron and ſed them all away as priſoners, 
| 


— 


Then thenext day we went to aſtrong 
walled and unapprogebable city called 
«Areca, which threatned to kill us, 
Therefore I and Ges went to the ea 
fide of the city, and Ruben and Levi , 
unto the Weſt and South fide, They that 
ſtood upon the Wals ſuppoſing there bad 
been no mo but GJ and I, did fire up- 
on us while in the meantime my brother | 
that lay in ſtale, brake out upon the | 
| other two fides , and skaling the walls 
with Laders , entered the city ere our 
| 70, enemies wilt it, and ſo we won it by the 
z ” Sword , and fet fire upon the Tower, 
[/ and burnt it up with ſuch as were fled in- 
toit, As we returned the men of The 
i lay in the wait for our prey , and took 
it with our chilJren, But we followed 
| them to Thaffie and flew them and buris 
ed their City , ſpoiling all that was init. 
| 


CO I 


m— 


it. And while I was at the waters of Gureba, 
wefell upon the men of Fob-/,that came 
againſt us in battell, and flew and ſpgi- 
led both them and alſo their complices » 
| | that came to their aid fram Sclon, ſo as | 
WM we | 
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we gavethem no relpite to return again 
upon us, The fifth day after, there came 
men from Machir to fetch away our pris 
ſoners whom we met in Batcel notwith- 
ſtanding that they were a mighty hoaſt , 
and flew them before they could get up 
to the place that they came from And 
when we came to theic city , their wo- 
men tumbled down Rlones upon us from 
the top of the hill whereon their City 
flood : but I and Simeon caſting to the 
back-lide of the Town, -got unto the 
bigher places and deſtroyed the whole 
City, The next day it was told us that 
the Cities of two Kings came apainſt vs 
with a huge hoaſlt, ] therefore and Dan 
faicing our ſelves tobe Amorrheans and 
feliows with them , went into their City 
and caking the enterance in the dead time 
of the night, did ſet the gates wide open 
to our brethren that came after us ; by 
means whereof we deſtcoyed them and 
all that they had, and when we had 
ſacked the City, we did caſt down the 
three wals thereof, Then went weto 
Thamuz, which was the refuge of all the 
Kings for their wars, Where being angry 
for ahurt that Itook , I charged upon 
thoſe that ſtood above me} but they 
threw down flones cut of flings upon 
me , and ſhot arrows at me and had kils 
led me, But that my brother Dan re- 
ſcued me : therefore we came running 
upen themin arapge, and put them all to 

fight 3 


Ie, 


t 3, 
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flight; and they palling by another way, 
vent ard ſu-d lr2mbly unto my father , 
who made a covenant withthem , ſo as 
we did them not aty more harm but ces 
ceived them into league with us and des 
ivered them all their priſeners. Then 
builded I Coamme, and ray father builded 
Rambah:!. Twenty years old was I when 
this war was made , and the Chanaanites 
were afraid of me and my brethren, I 
bad much catte), and my chief herdſman 
was Yren of Odel/am, in whoſe company 
I ſaw Berſa King of 0d:lam who made 
us afeaſt, and with much intreatance 
gave me his daughter Berhbſuc to wife , 
which brought me forth Er, Anna and 
Sylow, of which three God flew two 
childleſs, For Sy/on lived, of whom 


ſome of you be the children, My fathers 


and we made eighteen years peace with 
his brother E/2# and his children When 
the eighteen years were paſt after our 
coming out of Meſopotamia, in the faurty 
year of my life Eſa» our Fathers brother 
came upon us with a great ſtrong Hoaſlt , 
and was ſlain by the Baw of Face , and 
conveyed away dead unto mount Sier, 
We alſo fellowed upon the children of 
E/au but his City was very Rirong, with 
bigh wals, and gates of Icon and Braſle, 
ſo as we could not enter into it, howbeit 
we did ſhut them up within it, and be- 
Fegedit, Now when they ſhewed not 


themſelves abroad in twenty dayesto- 
gether, 


' 
[ 


| 


— _ 


| 
| 
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gether , I put my Helmet vpon my head, 
and inthe (light of them all ſet up a Lads 
dec, andskalling the walls slew four of 
theic Noble men with a ſione of the 
weight of three talents. The next day 
Ruben and Gad went and flew threeſcore 
others, Then they offered peace, and 
we by our fathers advice, received them 
into tribute AnJ they gave us two 
hundred quarters of corn, five hondreth 
bates of oyl, and a thouſand and five 
hundred meaſures'of wine , untill we 
went down into Egypi, Afﬀeer this my 
Son Er, married Themar of Meſopor amis, 


45 


the daughter of Aram, Now Er Was Er 4n- 
a very wicked Impe, and doubted much »4 ain for 
of Thamar, becauſe ſhe was not of the no: ufirg 


land of Ghaneen, Therefore the Angel the benifre 


of theLord flew him the third night after of {@wf# 
his marriage , when he had not yet ac, Marie. 


cempanied with her, by reaſon of bis 
mothers ſabtilitie, and ſo died in bis 
naughtineſs, for ſhe was foth that he 
ſhould have had any children by ber. 
When Anan was marciageable I gave 
Thamar unto bim, and he likewiſe of a 
ſpite accompanied not with her , not- 
withſtanding that he lived a full year 
with her,and when I chteatned him,then 
he companied with her , but yet by his 
Mothers commandement he let his ſeed 
fall upon the ground , and ſo alſo he died 
in ,his wickedneſs, I minded to bave 


given her unto $ylon alſo, but my wife 
Cz Berhſus 
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F:ibſuc would not ſuffer me. For ſhe 
fpited Thamer becauſe ſhe was not of the 
daughters of Chanaan as her (elf was, 
Now I knew the of-ſpring of Cangen 
was miſchievous, but yet did youthfal 
fancy blind my heart, And as TI beheld 
her powripg out wine, I was deceived 
mg drunkenneſs, and fell in love with 

er. 

Upen atime while I was away, ſhe 
Ser, 38, married Silon to a woman of Canary : 


Fornicatis4 which her deed when I underſtood, I 
rhe fp:t't of curſed her in the bitterneſs of my ſoul, 


arrrk*nt5. 2nd ſoſhe died in the wickedneſs of her 
43 1810e- (ors, Twoyears aftertbeſe things , as I 
yo he went to ſhear my ſheep, Thawar decking 
Amrites, D8 (elflike abride, fat her down at the 
Apparel, 83te Of the City ; for it was thecuſtom 
Beauty and Of the «Amorites » that their brides do ſet 


wine pro- themſelves forth at the gates of their Cie 


' voke whore- ties, by the ſpace of ſeven dayes to- 


dome, gether, to be abuſed by fornication, I 
therefore bing drunken with the waters 
of Horek, knew her not, by reafon of 
wine, inſomuch that ber beauty together 
with the attire in decking of her (elf de/ 
ceived me , and thereupon turning aſide 
Fornieatio unto her I ſaid, ſhal I come in unto thee ? 
& charge» and ſheanſwered, what wilt thou give 
abie. me ? and I pave her my flaff and my 
girdle, and the Crown of my Kingdom, 
Upon my companying with her , ſhe 
conceived; afterward I rot knowing 


my ſelf to have been the doer thereof, 
would 


Of Juds, _ "WY 
would have put ber to death for it : But 
ſhe baving kept my pledges in ſtore, 
ſhamed me with them : and when I had ?74Ppy rc 
heard my own words of her in ſecret , '* #hat 
which I had ſpoken toher when I lay 2 © 
with her ic my drunkenneſs, I could not jrom doing 
put her todeath becauſe it was of the" 
Lords doings, but'I touched her not any 
moreto my dying day, For when I had 
done this abomination in 1/rae/, leſt he 
might work wyles with me, 1 laid 1 
would fetch my pledges again of her, 
| but when I inquired for her, the Townl- 
men faid there was no bride in the City, 
becauſe ſhe came from another place, 
and had lit there but alittle while , and 
ſhe dzemed that no man knew-of my go- 
ing in unto her, Afterward we came in- 
to Egypt to Foſfph becauſe of the dearth 
Six and forty years old was'I when we 
care hither, and threeſcore and thirteen 
years have I lived here, And now my 
ſans hear me your father in all things that 
I charge you withall , and keep you 2 
my ſayings in doing all manner of cigbte- 
ooſneſs before the Lord, ardin obeys 
ing the commandements of the Lord 
God and walk rot after your own luſis , 
\ norafter conceits of your own minds, 
in the pride of your aonets , neither ploy ph 
ry in the works of the ſtrength of your ___ 
youth, becauſeit is tofall we Gobt of EO 
n the Lord: -For in as much ag I plotiedin 
wy battels , and upbraided my brother 
C-q Rub:# 
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Ruben with Bijba my fathers wife, be, 
Sce what it cauſe no face of aiiyy beautiful woman 
5 :0 wp- had yetdeceived me, theretore the ſpirit 
ora14 men of fondneſs and fornication fell upon me, 
'r:t7 vice. (g that I was overtaken both in Berbuſ: 
the Chanaanite, and in Thamar the wife 
of my own ſons, And I ſaid unto my fas 
thec in law, I have made my father privy 
tothe matter , and therefore I will take 
thy daugliterto my wife. Hereupon he 
ſhewed me an infitite mals of gold in his 
daughters behalf ( tor he wasa King ) 
and decking her with goid and peatl, 
willed'her to powre ont wine to us at the 
\,.., ſupper: The beauty of the woman , and 
, +70 the wine together dazled mine eyes, and 
=. 7 voluptuoufly did fo darken mine under- 
1, whthout ; PW | 
FN  anfent of flarding, vat 1 fel in love with her, 
* exrents And brake the co:mmancement of God, 
-lagued, And of my fathers, and took her to wife, 
+! Di{commo- According to the intent of my heart , the 
itics of Lord payedme home for it; for I had 
' wine, no joy of the children that 1 had by her, 
 Blixgeth Now therefore, my children , bz not 
| + unJerflan- d:unken with wine, for wine turneth'a 
_4.. 7: mans underitanding away trom the 
EW I—_ truth, and kindleth in him the fire of luft, 
0, 7007p, leading bis eyes intoerror, infomnch as 
| 


—===— 


wine is a ſervant to the ſpirit of lechery, 
| Tritpf 10 further the feeding of the mind with 
'' © At-ynkentes YOluptuouſneſs and fo theſe twain bes 
12 A drungen reave a man of all power, For if ammn 
| 917% OQdrink wine till he be drunken, he traineth 


 - /amcleſs. his mind onto the filety thoughts of 
_- lechery, 


SH lb 


leckery, and kindleth the body to carnall 
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copulation: Andif deſired occaſion ſerve 
ſn is wrought without ſhame, Such a 

thing is wine, my ſons, for a drunken 

man is aſhamed of nothing B. bold, it 

made both me and 16hamar do amils , ſo Example. 
as Iblaſhed not at the multitude in the. 
city. but went atide unto her in the (ighe 

of all man, and committed a great lin in 
diſcovering the unclean privities of my 


own ſons, Through drinking of wine I 


was not aſhamed to break Gods: Com- wh6 onght 
mandement, in taking a wcman of Cha to dring 
naanto wife, Wherefore, my fons , he wine. 

that arinketh wine had need of difcreti- 
on , and the diſcretion that every ma: 
ought to-uſe in drinking of wine is , that 
he be aſhamed co. overdrink himſelf: For 
if he paſs that bond. he forgeteth his un- 
derfitanding, and cleavethto the ſpicit 
of error, which- cagſeth the drunken 
man to talk filthily , and todo wickedly , 
and not to be aſhamed ; but to boaſt of 


naked : For I gave over my ttaff , 'that is d/tics of 
to ſay, the ſtay of my tribe; and my ®hercdome 
girdle, thatis my power , and my crown, 
that is the glory of my kingdom, 'How- 
beit repenting theſe things. I forbare al] 


wine and fleſh unto mine old age, and 
"Was 
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was utterly unzcquainted with all micth, 
And the Angel ot God ſhewed me that 
woman ſhould from time to time over - 
maſter all men as well Kings as captives, 
and berave great men of their glory, for 
Four ndi- the poverty of a poor man is a greater 
ſome ſpirits fence to him theo is the ſtrength of a 
follow drun mighty man ; Therefore my children, 
cenneſs, keep meaſure in drinking , for there are 


3. G9NM- jq it four noiſome ſpicits, thatisto wit , 
P _ of concupiſence, of heart buining, of les 
Febeva chery,and cf filthy gain, It ye drink wine 
4. Lechery. mirrily in the fear of the Lord with 
4. Cove ſhamefaſineſs, ye ſhal lives But if ye 


wuſneſs, drink without regard of ſhame and fear 
Abſtinence of God, then turneth it to drunkenneſs; 
from wine, and diſhoneſtly ftealeth in. And if ye 
whit com- drink none at all, then ſhal ye not lin, 
mod!ty it neither in Alanderous words, nor in 
21h, Guarreling nor in railing, nor in breaches 
> It fli8- of Gods commandements, neither ſhal 
ercth wot. ye periſh before your time : For wine 
2 Hrs diſcloſeth the (ſecrets of God and man 
relleth not | 
wor yailees, 200 Rravgers, Ike as I bewrayed the 
>. {t bycaþ; {Ecrets of God, and of my Father Jacob 
eth rot Fe CS. B:ihuſ: the Chanainite, which God 
Sommnlnice bath forbidden to be diicio'e:). Alfo 
mMcnir, wine iz a canſe of warre and (edition 
+. Ftpert- Morecyer I charge you my fons that 


,throt yolove not money , nor look upon the 


before the beauty of women, for money and wo- 
*Ime. * manly beanty made me to overſhoot 
my ſelf in B:rbuſc the Chanaanire, Andl 

'ain fuce that theſe two things ſhal cor- 

rupe 


lk. 


4 
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corrupt mine oft-ſpring, and mar the 
wiſe men of my linage , and hurt the gbedience 
kingdome of JuJa, which God hath to parents 
given me for obeying my tather , for I bowprof:- 
never repined at my father Facobs com, #49. 
mandements, but did whatſo:ver he wil- 
led m-, And Abraham the father of my 
tathers bleſſed me to fight for 1/rae!, and Thediſcom- 
ſodid Iſaac bleſs me likewiſe : & I knew Moditics of 
that the kingdom ſhal ſtand by me, but 1 59vetouſ- 
have read in the books of Enoch the "*l*- 
righteons that ye ſhal work wickedneſs | —_ 
in the latter dayes. Therefore my chil pri le ſ 
dren, keep your (elves from leachery and}, ,4;,cj,, 
covetouſneſs, and pive ear unto your c Diſquiers 
father J«ds: for thoſe things withdraw the ſoul. 
men from Godslaw, and blind the uns dConſumrs 
derftanding of their minds , and teach the body, 
them #4 pride, neither ſuffer they any © Contempe 
man to ſhew mercy #to his neighbor ; ©04s boly 
they bereave his ſoul c of all good things 974 
and hold it down in pains and forrows : 
alſo they diſappoint him of his reſt and The cove «+ 
fleep, d and coniume his fleſh, Finally, e tous and le- 
they hinder Gods facritices, negle& his cher ous cen» 
bleſſings, difobey the ſpeaking of the 19 ſear 
Prophets, and are offended at the ward God, 
of podlineſs : for theſe two paſſions are 
contrary to the commandements of 
God. Hethat ſerveth them cannot obey 1 
God, becauſe they dazzl mens minds, dna 
and walk abroad as well anighrs as cf _ 
dayes, My children ; covetouſneſs lead» F 


-eQth men to idolatry: tor through doting 


Upon 


—_—_—_ 
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ypon mony, he calleth them gods which 
are not & compelleth the infeted party 


' to grow: molt vilely ont of kind, For 


monies fake I loſt my cbildren , and bad 
not the penance of the fleſh, and the 
humbling of my foul, and had oot the 
prayers of my father Jacob been, 1 bad 
died as now without children :' But the 
God of my fathers being mercifoll , and 
full of pity and compaihon: knew that I 
ſinned through ignorance, for the prince 
of error had blinded me , and I overſhet 
my felf as a fleſhly man, and being eor- 
rup* I with fin, knew not mine OWN In- 
fr micy , vur chought my ſelf co be invins 
c:ble. Know ye «herefore my ſons, that 


Two 'pirrts two pl its do wait YpONn aman ; that 13 
wait upon tO Wi! , the ſpirit of truth. and the 1pirie 


Tan. 


of ercor and i the moſt beeween them 
is4et the ſpirit of nn4!.- *anding of the 


mind, whoſe prolperity is to incline 


which way itlifte*h : the things that be- 
long both totruth and untruth) are writ- 
ten in the breaft of man, and Gud knows 
eth every white of it, and nave of all 
mens works can be hidden at any time 
from bim becauſe all the pr vities and 
ſecrets of mens hearts are written before 
the Lord, and the ſpirit of truth beareth 
witneſs of all things that aceuſeth all. and 
he that ſoneth hath a burning in his 
heart, and eannot lift up his face to his 
Jncge, And naw, my children, Ive ye 
# evi,tbat ye may abide ; and exalt not 
your 


"wy bu —  -' wp vu 
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your ſelves above him, leſt ye perifh. 
The Lord bath given unto me the King, 
dom, and unte him the Prieſthood, and 
hath put the Kingdom « under the Prieſis * In reſpe#t 
hood, Unto Levi is given the Prieſts 243 b#a- 
heod , and unto Juds the Kingdom , 16 thongs 
and God hath putthe Kingdom 2 under oy OT 
the Prieftheod, Unto me he hath piven Appt 
the ehings that are upon the earth and oo vrferl 

TX : ; , rnal rulc 
unto 5 him the things that are in heaven & govern: 
As far as the beaven furmounteth the A; 
earth ſo far doth « the Piieſtthood furs b E gojure 
mount the 'Ringdom that is upon the diviuo, the 
earth : for the Lord hath choſen him a» ©ope car 
bove me, to approach unto him, and to lenge no 
ea: of bis table, and'to take the irfilings earthly po- 
of the children of I/re:1, and thou ſhale Fe 
be as aſeato him, For like as in the lea, _—— 
both the righteous and uurighteous Ae "0 
11 danger, and the one {lort are caught hong _ 

excel - 
priſoners , and the other fortare incich lcn.y oj rhe 
ed; even ſo ſhal all kind of men b« fcc apper- 
hazarded In thee, ſome ſinking in m1- Sh 
ſery, avd other ſome floating in pr«-|pes God 
rity. For in thee ſhal reign great whales, Tyrans & 
which ſhal ſwallow up men as fiſhes. ard Fd mer 
bring fiee wmens ſons and daughters into Ac/cr thed 
bondage, They hal take away mer,s 44 Propte- 
nouſes , lands , cattel and money, by hed. 
force 3 ard wrongfully they hal feed 
raver and other greedy fowls with mas 
ny folks fleſn, and they ſhal proſper and 
Hotiſh in novghtineſs, ard be exalted 
througn ce&wtouſnels; and there ſhall 
% 4 -be 
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Mutual diſ be falſe Prophets like (torms, which ſhal 
cord, ## a perſecute all righteous men, But the 
plague ſor Lord ſhal (et them together by the ears 
tyranis. amongſt themſelves, and there ſhal be 
Chrifi Pro- continual wars in 1/racl, and my King- 
_—_ dom fhal be knit up in rangers, till the 
Note Jes vior of Iſrael come, even till the com- 


char ek ſing of the God of righteouſneſs that 


ter *ppitche 
fie ft s Jacob and all Nations may reſtin peace , 


goods, And be ſhall maintain my Kingdom in 
I be miſerypeace for ever. For the Lord bath ſworn 
of Jeruſale. fo me, thatthe Kingdom of me and my 
s Famine, ſeed. ſha] never fail world without end, 
b Pefti ece. But I am very ſory, my children , for the 
c Death and 6Ithineſs and trechery , and idolatry 
ſword, which ye ſhal work againſt the Kings 
d Bifiedge- gom, by follawing witches and conjurs 


ment. ers, by vowing your daughters to deceits 
ring dogs ful devils by making them inchanters , 


f Davly ye. charmers and ftrumpets ; and by inters 
prozch, medling your ſelves with the abominati- 
g Lojs and onsot the Heathen , for the which things 
pain'ofeyes the Lord ſhal bring apon you a famine 
h Slaughtry and b peſtilence, death and c ſword, 


of children. wrathfoul 4 beſiedgement and ec devour- 


IKeviſhing inp dogs, reproach Fof friends and foes, 
0] owes loſs & g pain of eyes ſffaughter 4 of your 
of 6 wg ehildren, raviſhing of / wives, ſpoil of 

your goods, the burning k of your Tem, 
[Deſolation ple. the deſolation J of your country, 
of the Coun- & fe mm captivity of your ſelves amongſt 
all Nations, which ſhal geld ſome of 
m Captivi- YOu, to make Eonuchs for their wives : 


'8y. Areme- butif ye ceturn to the Lard with hearty 


repentance 


repentance and humility 


and walk indy for thc{e, 
all the commandements of Gad, he will Firſt, re- 


viſite you with mercy , and lovingly de. fcntarce , 
liver you from the bondage of your ene- ##*dir:*, 


mies, After this ſhal riſe amongſt you a 
ſtar out of Facob, and a man ſhal ſpring 
out of my ſeed , which ſhal walk as the 
day ſun of righteouſneſs amongſt the 
children of men, in peace and meekneſs 
and righteouſneſs, and no fin ſha! be 
found in him, The heavens thal open 
upon bim, to power out the ſpirit of ble(- 
ſedneſs upon bim from the Father , and 
he ſhal ſhed out the Spirit of grace upon 
you,and you ſhal be his children in truth, 
walking in his fickt and laſt Commande - 
ments. This is the off- ſpring of the moſt 
bigh God , and the well-ſpring of life to 
all fleſh, Then ſhal the ſcepter of my 
Kingdom ſhine bright, and out of your 
root ſhal ſpring the veſſel of planting, in 
whom ſhal grow up the rod of righte- 
ouſneſs unto the Gentils , to jadpe and 
ſave all (och as call upon him, After this 


ſhal Abrabam , Fſaac and Facob, riſe up The moſt 


again tolife , and I and the Princes my 
brethren , ſhal be your ſcepter in 1/rae/, 
Levi hrſt, 1 next, J:/-ph the third, Ben: 
win the fourth, Sim-on the fifth, 1ſſachar 
the ſixth, and ſo all the re}. And the 
Lord hath bleſſed us, Zvi fhal bethe 
meſſenger of my preſence , Simeon the 
power of my glory, Ruben heaven, 
Iſachar the earth , Zabulonthe ſea, Jos 


fps 


heavenly 
benefit of 
C brift his 
ſecond coms 
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Joſeph the mountains, Benjemin the ta- 
bernacle , Das the lights, Neptalim the 
dainties, Gadthe day-ſun, and .Aſer an 
olive tree, Ard there thal be one people 
of the Lord, and one tongue; and there 
thal be no more the falſe ſpicit of Be/:2/ , 
becauſe he ſhal be caſt into endleſs fre, 
They that are buried in ſorrow, ſhal riſe 
io joy : and they that were poor for the 
Lords ſake , ſhall be made rich. They 
A ſweers that ſuffered peonry , ſhal have plenty: 
comfort ſor and they that were weak fhal be made 
the golly firong: they that died for the Lords 
Chritizn, ſake, ſhal wake up untolife, and run in 
0.5 Faceh; yea, they fhalrun skipping and 
A leaping, and they fhal fly as eagles for 
The bleſſed joy Bat the ungodly ſhal be forrowful, 
exlate of zhe and the linners ſhal mourn, and all peo- 
ele aftcy ple hal glorifie the Lord for ever. Theres 
death. fore, my children ; keep all the law of 
the Locd, for there is hope for all ſuch as 
walk aright, An hundred and nineteen 
years old do 1 die in your (1ght, Let none 
of you bury me in coftly cloaths , nor rip 
my belly, for ſo will Rulers do, but cary 
me back into Hebron with you, With 
theſe words Jude died z and his children 
Going in all things as he commanded 
them, buried him with his Fathers in 

E:bron 
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The Teſtament of 1ſſachar, ma 


de t5 


his children at his-death, concern- 


q 
| | 
Liern here « fingleliſe, 
a Not void of pain, but ftrife: 
The Sythe, the Spade, the Aﬀe , 
Set ſorth what man be ws. 


He Copy of /ſachars words, he 
calling his children about him, 


: faidunto them; Ye children of Iſhachar , 
hear 
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The Teſtament 


hear your Father, and hearken to the 


words|of the beloved of the Lord. I am 
Facob, fitth Son in the rewacd of Mans 
drake. For Rub:n brought Mandrakes 
out of the field, and Reche} meeting him, 


H# exhoy- took them of himz thereat Ruben wept; 


LaHON., 
Gen, JO, 


and at hisnoile my Mother Ze. came 
out, Now the Mandrakes were ſweet- 
ſented Apples, whicbthe land of Aram 


'bringeth forth in high countries , by the 
water vallies, And Racbe} faid, I will * 


not give thee theſe apples , becauſe they 
ſhal help me to children, Now there 
were two of theſe apples, and Zea ſaid , 
doth it not ſutfice thee, that thou haſt 
gotten away the husband of my virgi- 
nity, but that thou wilt have this alſo ? 
She anſwered , let Facoblie withthee to 
night for thy ſons Mandrakes, Zes ſaid 
untoher, Do not boaſt nor bray : for 
Facob is mine, and 1 am the wife of his 
youth. And Rach:/ anſwered , how ſo ? 
was he not firſt handfaſted unto me, and 
ſerved be not our Father fourteen 
years for me ! What ſhal Ido to thee? 
For many are the wiles and policies of 
men, and guile goes forward npon 
earth. If it had been otherwiſe, thou 
ſhouldeſt rot have ſeen Facoh in the face 
at this day. For thou ait not his wiſe , 
but wert guilefully put to him in my 
flead; my Father deceived me, and con- 
veying me away that night, ſuffered me 
not toſee him, For had I been there, = 

ad 
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of IſTNachar, 
3 hadnot cone to paſſe. Wherefore take 
the one Mandrake), and uu |:cu of the os 
ther, I grant thee bim for one night; 
and Facob knew Lea, whi conceived, 
CG bareme, andcalled my name //achar z 
| becauſe of the hire, Then an Angel of 
the Lord appeared unto Fazob , and ſaid 
that Rachel ſhould bear but two So:'< bee 
cauſe ſhe had forſaken the company of 
her husband, and choſen continency : 
andif my mother Ze. had nat given the 
two Apples for his company , ſhe ſhould 
have born eight children, whereas by 
reaſon of that ſhe bore but (ix, Rache}/ 
two > and becauſe God vilited her in the 
Mandrakes ; for he knew that ſhe great- 
ly deſired ta company with Jacob for 
Hes ſake , and not for Juſt of pleaſure ; 
for ſhelayed up the Mandrake, and des 
livered it unto Facob the next day , and 
therefore God heard Rachc/ in the Man. 
drakes, becauſe that although ſhe had a 
mind unto them, yet ſhe ate them not , 
but offered them to the prieſt of the 
moſt High, whieb was in thoſe dayes , 
and laid them up in the Lords houſe, Th ggdly 
Therefore my Children when I came in- life of Iſe< 
to mans ſtate, I walked with an upright char, and 
heart, and became Bayliff of husbandry bis true 
unto my Fathers. and brought them the dealing, 
Fruits of theic Lands in their doe feaſ; 47 example 
ons, and my Father bleſſ:d me , when ſor godly 
he ſaw how I walked plainly and ſimply ,<Þ#dr Ge 
T I wasno bufie body in my dgings, I was 
no! 


The Teſtament 
not hurtfall nor ſpightful co my neigh- 
beur, I railed not upen any man, neither 
diſpraiſed I the life of any that walked 
in fingleneſs of minde, By reaſan here- 
of, when I was thirty years eld, I teok 
a wife, becauſe labour bad conſumed 
my ſtrength. Incither knew the pleaſures 
of a woman througb wantonnefle , but 
my labour made. me to ſleep ſoundly , 
and my Father did alwayescejoiee of my 
ſimplicity. For whatſoever pains I took, 
firſt of all 1 offered all the firſt fruits, and 
the firſt ingendred cartel , unto the Lord 
by the Prieſt, and then gave my Father 
— the reſt, and the Lord donbled his be- 
Mein deal- nefits in my hands ; yea, and Facob hims 
ing man , {clf perceived well that God wrought 
the Lord 4 With my plain dealing, For unto _—_ 
poor man, and unto every man in ads 
verſity » gave Iof the fruits ofthe earth 
with a ſingle heart, And now my chil- 
dren , hearken, and walk in fingleneſs of 
mind ; for I know that the Lord is very 
TH well pleaſed with it. The ſingle heart- 
ed man coveteth not gold , undermins 
eth not his neighbor , laſteth not after 
| diverſity of meats, defireth not ſhift 
i of apparel, nor behighreth himſelf long 
| | time ; but only hath an eye to Gods will, 
'k 4 fngle- and the ſpirits of error can do nothing 
bearied man againſt him, For be cannot «kill. roen- 
deſcribed, tertaie a fair woman , Jeſt he ſhould de- 
who , and file his own mind : wrath overmaſiers 
what be. eth not his wit, envy melteth not his 
ſon], 


ern 


pleaſed. 
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nl; deicher doth bis mind run covet- 


fl Fer he leadeth an up- 
Sow life, Bu. Coldeth all thi with 


a lingle eye, excluding all huetfuineſs of 
( woridly error , left be Qhould- overſee 

any of the Commandements of God. Leary you 
Therefore, my children, keep Gods children of | 
Law and hold faft plainneſs ; walk on 11 8he carih, # 

$nnocen , and be not too inquihtive 

into Gods ſecrets, os of your neighbors 
= - but Jove Godaod 1 our neigh- 
: pitty the and weak: bow 
down your back to husbandry and la- 
'dor, intilling of the earth in all manner 
-of husbandry, offering preſents tothe 
Lord with thankſgiving , who bleſſed 
the -arth with increaſe , and anew 
ſpring of fruies, as he blefſed all holy 
* men from Abc) to this day : For there is 
none other portion given thee. then of 
the fatneſs of the earth , whol- fruits 
come by pains taking | for our Father 
Jacob blefſed me with the benefits of 
the earth _ and the firftlings of fruits 
Levi and Fuca are glorified of the Lord 
amongſt the children of Fecob; for God 
' bath planted himſelf in them , giviog to obedience 
the one the Prieflhoad, and to the other and pliin 
the Kinpdom : therefore obey ye then , dealing 
and walk plainly , as our Father Jacob commended 
did : for unto Gad it is given to deftray 
the temptations of 1ſrae/ My children , 
Iknow that in the laſt dayes your chil- 
1ren ſhall forſake plainneſs, and cleave 
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The |1nno- 
cency;of 
Iſfachar. 


A godly 


ſollow. 


Hearken 


parcern 10} 


The Teſtament 
to covetouſneſs, let go innocency, and. | 
follow lewdneſs, leave God Commans 
dements , and. ſtick unto Bela), give: 
over husbandcy, and gad after witked; 
divices , and therefore ſhal they be ſcats ; 
tered among the Heathen, and bes 
come bond- flaves to their enemies, 

Wherefore warn your children of it 3, 
that if they (in, they may return quicks 


to the Lord: for heis merciful, anc will. | 


deliver them, and bring them home. 
2 


gain into theie own'land, I amnow an 

hundred and twoand twenty years old, . 
andI know not ary deadly fin upon me, 
Fhave not known any woman but my 
wife , neither have I committed whore- 
dom in the luſt of mine eyes, I have not 
drunk wine anto drunkenneſs, neither 
have I coveted any pleaſant things of | 

my neighbors. There bath been no guile 
in my beart, neither hath there any lying 
gone out of my lips. Ihave been ſory with 
every man that was in heavineſs, and | 
oiven my bread to the poor, I have not j 


lords. 


Learn you 4, 


wealthy of 
the earth, 


C2 


bonnds and buttels of lands, I have been 
pitiful all the days of my life, and =! 


y in all caſes, I haveloved the Lord 
with all my Rirength, and all men as my 
own children. My ſons, if you alſo do' 
the ke, all the ſpirits of Belia/ will fly | 
from you; and nothing that miſchies . 
vous men can do againſt you, ſhal bave | 
power over you, You ſhal bring all wild: 
beaſts 


of Iffachar, 
beafis into fubjeRion to you, becauſe ye 
bave the Lurd of Heaven with you if ye 
walk with him in (ingleneſs of heace. 
And he willed them to carry his body 
into Hcbron, & to bury him there in the 
cave with his Fathers, Thus he ftretched 
. out his feet, and died in a good ages 
| having all his limbs firong and foond , 
and ſlept the fleep of all the World, 


The Teſtament of Zabalex, made to 
his Cliildren at his death, concer- 
ninp compalion 2nd Mercy. 


| 
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The Teſtament . 


Thc pooy m4n at bome Zabulon ſed, 
The ftranger unknown 4/0 cloathed : ) 
When ſhip did jail ) But gave him wit 
God did not fail, 5 To govern it, 


He charge that Zabulongayeto 
his children, in the hundred | 


and fourteenth year of his lite, two and 
thirty years after the deceaſe of Foſ' ph ; 
and he ſaith unto them, Hear ye me, ye 
Sons of Zabylon , agood gift to my Fas | 
ther and Mother, For when I was be- 
gotten, my Father was preatly i: creaſed 
in Sheep and Cattel, by reaſon of the 
good lack that he had through the ſtraks | 
edrods, I wiſt not my Children, I wiſt - 
net, that Lfinned in thoſe dayes; for [ 
confidered not that I dealt wickedly 
through ignorance in Foſephs caſe; and 
moreover concealed it with my brothers | 
from our Father, howbeit that I wept 
mach for itin ſeeret: for I was fore | 
afraid of my brothers , becauſe they had 

al conſpired together to kill him withthe 

{word that ſhould bewray that ſecret, 

Nevertheleſs when they would have 

killed bim, I beſought them molt ear- 

neflly with tears, that they would not do | 
ſuch wickedneſs. For Simeon and Gad | 
rhe love of Me opon Te pb to have killed him : 


His exhor- 
t4tion when 


it was gi- 


2 abulon to 229 Joſeph falling upon his knees , ſaid 


wards 
ephy 


. anfo them; Have pitty upon me. my 
Brethren, have pitty upon the bowels of 
our Father Jacob ; lay ngt your hands ups 


upvn 


Of Zabulon. 
vpon me to ſhed innocent blood; for 


6 
A good a 


bave not Ginned againſt you, If I bave ſcience re- 


ment, but lay not your hands upon m 
for our Father Jacobs ſake. Upon his 
ſaying of theſe words, I bging moved 
wich compaſtion, came and wept, and 
my heare melted within me, and all che 
lubltance of my bowels were looſened 
upon my ſoul, alſo Foſeph - wept and 
I with him, and my heact crembled, and 
the joints of my body quaked. and I wag 
not able to (ftand. And when he ſaw me 
weeping with him , & them coming tos 
wards him to kill him. he fled behind me, 
ard beſought them to take pitty ot him 
Then R«bzn (tepping in, ſaid: My Bres 
thren, let us not kill him, but let us caft 
bim into the dry pit that our Fathers 
dipoved. and found no water in it.. God 
ſuffered not any water to ſpring up init, 
becauſe it ſhould be alatzgua,d for 
To/-pb, Andſo God did. till they fold 
him to the 7/mac/rtes. This pave I no con: 
ſentto the tin 3gaiti(t F<ſ-pb: but S:mron, 
Gad, and th? other of my Broth vs, 


dine amiſs, nurture me with chaſtiſe- f#/ctb xo 
e Fr y4% 


Love he- 
twixt bre- 
thren, & « 
4 precious 


9nement. 


Muu 
love ks mille 


ual (aſcty. - 


A figure oj 
the irccherp 


taking money for Joſeph bought ſhuues 4nd cove- 
with ic. for themſelves, their wives, a: d rouſneſs of 
their children, \aying : Let us not eati Fulas,rcak 


becauſe it is the price of our B:others 
Blood ; but let us tread and trample it 
under our teet, becauſe he-faid, he. ſhuvld 
re12n over us, and wi: fhal fee whet his 
dreams Will come unto Therefore in 

D 2 the 


Judas care- 
ful for bi 
Brother. 


Joſeph. 


The Teſtament, 


the Scepter of Enocbs Law , itis written 
of him that would not rait- op feed to 
his brother, 1 have looſed Foſephr ſhooe. 
For when we came out of Egypr , the 
young men unbuckled Fojepbs ſhooes at 
the gate, and fo we worſhipped Joſeph, 
as if he had been P>ara-h: and not only 
worſhipped him , but allo k1eeled down 
before him with 1 ſhing, and ſo were 
we put to ſhame before the Egyprians; | 
for afterward the Egyptians heard of all 
the ill that we had offered and done to |! 
Joſ-ph, After the laying of him in the pit, ' 
my Brothers ſet meat upon the table to ' 
eat; but I mourning for F-ep5, did talle 
no meat by the ſpace o: cwo dayes, and 
ewo nights together; neither would 
Jada eat with them, but had an eye un- 
to the pit, becauſe he feared left Sim-on 
and Gad ſhould fizp there and kill him, 
When they ſaw that I ate nothing , they 
fet me to keep him ti]| he was ſold He 

was in the pit three dayes and three | 
nights , without repaſt, ere he was (old, 
Ruben hearing that he was fold in his ab 


Aaben bis fence, rent his garments, and wept, 
love toward fayings How ſhal ilook my Fathe Jacob 


m the face? Ard therewithall taking 
money, he can after the Merchant-men ; 
but he could not find them : for they had 
leftthe Kings high-way , and were gone 
away apace by by-lanes ; and Ryb-nate | 
no meat that day, Dan therefore com- | 
ing unto him » ſaid; Weep not, neither | 
be 


- 
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be ſad for the Boy : tor I wot what we 

may lay unto our Father Jacob, We will ,q,,p, the 
kill a kid , and {tan Jojcphs coat with the wicked pq « 
blood of it, and lay unto him; See if this !icy of the 
be thy (ons coat or no ? For when they angodly. 
intended to lell J-/cpb , they ſtripped him 

out of our Fathers coat and put upon 

him an old coat of a bond ſervant, Sim: - 

on had gotten his coat, and would no! 

deliver it us, but was minded to have 

cut it in pieces with his {word ; and he 

was anpry that he was yet alive, and that 

he bad not flain him, Then all my Bre- 

thren rifing up together, laid unto him ; 

Why thouldett thou not give it us, ſees 

ng that thou only art the worker of this | 
miſchiet in 1/-a:1 > Hereupon he gave it Zabulon his 
tnem, and they did as Dan had eounſel- exbortation 
led, And now, my children, I warn you 

keep the Lords Commandements , be 

mercitul to your neighbors , and bave in- 

ward compatli@n towards all, not only 

men, but alto heaſts. For in that reſpe&t 

the Lord bleſſed me, inſfomuch that Compaſſion 
when all my brothers were ſick, I eſcap- * 10 be Jhe-. » 
ed without licknels, For Gud knoweth Fd 4s wel 
every mans intent, Therefcre, my chil, '? beaſts as 
dren, have compalſion in your bowels | ewe 
becauſe that as any man dealeth with his 
neighbor , lo will God deal with him, The uamer- 
For the children of my Brothers fell ſick cifut punt- | 
alſo, and died for Jo/epbs ſake y becauſe ſÞrds both 
their Fathers pittied him net ; but my '99C thety 
children were preſerved without lick- Children. . 
D C neſs, 
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Fiſhers ſickneſs, as you know, And white I was 
boats firſt upon the ſea coaſt of Canaan, Itellto 
invented by 6ſhing for my Father Faced: and where- 
@4vWen 3 as many others were drowned in the 
but God fe, Tabodeunhuct, I was the firft that 
Si Me made a fiſher-boat to float on theſea; | 
: og for God gave me underſtanding and wiſe | 
' #5: dom therein, ſa that Idid ſet up a maſt in 
the boat, and faſtned a fail to the mid(t of 

the wood, and coaſting along the ſhore 

in it, I fſhed for my Fathers houſhold, ; 

till we came into Egypr : and for pitty 

7's fingu ſake, I gave of my fiſhing to every 
Lir compaj- firanger that I met with, It there were 
fionof Z4+3y foreiner born, or any lick body, or 
bulon, any aged perſon , I boitzd my th, and 
drefſed it well , according to every mans 

need and carried it to them, comfort- 

ing them, and having compaſtion with 

them, And therefore God made me to 

catch mach ſh in the ſea, For he that 

Aote, giveth his neighbor, receiveth the things 
multiplied -of the Lord, Five years did 

I ſh, giving to every man that TIfaw , 

and f(erving all my Fathers bouſe ſuthci- 

ently. In harveſi time Ifiſhed, and in 

Winter time I fed ſheep with my Bros 

Z abulons thers, Now will I tell you what I did, 1 
mercy in (aw a miferable man in the deep of wins 


Kiving ſood ter, and having compaſſion upon him , 
A merciful I ftole a garment privily out of my houle, 
deed tg andgaveit the naked man : You there- 
cloath the fore my children , take pitty indifferents 
waked, Iyofall men, and ſhew imercy with the 

things 
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Of Zabulon, 69* 
things which the Lord giveth yon, and 
deal them abroad to all men with agoai 
heact, Andif ye have not wherewith to 
fuccour the needy out of hand , yet have Inward * 
compatllion @n him with inward mercy, compaſſion 
I know that my band forftowed not to waning 
giveto him that wanted, and to ſpend ability ,ſef= 
the time with him, infomuch that I have th 
watked above ſeven furlongs with ſach 4 74re ex+ 
an one weeping , and my heart yearned OTA 
upon him tor compaſſion. You there. , ey 
fore, my children, bave earneſt and ins 14 1 
ward mercy towards all that are i mi- jy jv , * 
ſery , that God having pitty upon you, merciful | 
may be merciful to you likewile, For in hears, 
thelaſt days God will ſend his mercy ups 
on the earth, & whereſgever he findeth 
inward aud hearty mercy , there will he 
dwel: for look how much mercy man 
ſheweth to his neighbor , fo much will 
God ſhew to bim again, Now when we 
came down into Egypr, Joſeph minded zyfepþ ye- 
Dot our evildealing with him : but when warded © 
be ſaw me, it made his heart yern; whom good for 
look ye upon, my children, and learn to cvil. 
forget the harm that is done to you, 
Love ye one another, and do. nct one 
of you think upon anothers ill dealing: 
for that breaketh unity , and diſpleafeth H* that & 
all kindred, and troubleth the mind. mindſul of 


For he that is mindful of harm paſt, hath _—. 


not the bowels of mercy. Mark the ful, 
water, and ſee how it waſheth away the 
fand, when the Rones and timber are re- 

D 4 moved 
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removed afunder, And if a brook be 
Apt ſnili- drawn into many firearms the earth ſuck- 

| Yudes, ethit up, and it cometh co nothing : and 
| fo ſhal yon, if you be divided amongſt 
- fn exbor- your ſelves ; therefore divide not your 
6410 10 ſelves into two heads; for all things that 
witord. God bath created bave but one head a 
piece. He hath given a man two ſhould. | 
ers, two bands, and two feet; butyet | 
do all the members obey one head, I 
know by the writings of my Fathers , 

that in the laſt days ye ſhal depart from | 

The end 9 the Lord and be divided in Iſrael, tol- 
diſcord, i Jowing two Kings, working all abomie 
wigery. nation , and worſhipping all manner of | 
Idols, and your enemies ſhal take 'you 
priſoners, and you ſhal (it amongſt the 

\ Heathen in all miſery , tribulation and 
| forrow of mind : and afterward you ſhal 
remember the Lord , and repent, and 

he ſhal carn you 3gain : for he is mercitul 

and full of compaſſion, and thinketh not 
upen the lewdnefs of the children of 
men , becauſe they be fleſh, and the (pi. 
rits of error beguile them in all their do- 
ings, Aﬀter this ſhal God himſelf raiſe 
# up unto you the light of righteouſneſle z 
and wholſomneſs and mercy are in his 
puniſhments, He ſhal redeem all men { 
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; from the bondage of B-1/a1, and all the 
£ ſpirits of erro: ſhal be tradden down , 
and he ſhall turn all Nations to the fol. 
d lowing of him, and ye ſhall fee Godin 
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the ſhape of man , for God hath choſen 
Teruſalem 
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Feruſalemy and God 19 his name : nevers 
theleis, by the wickedneſs of your 
words , you ſhal provoke him to wrath, 
and ye fhal be caſt off, till the time of 
tul rviſhing, And now my children , be 
not ſad tor my death , neither be ye ous 
ot heart becaule I leave you, For I hal 
ciſeup again among you , as a Captain 
in the middeſt of my Tribe, among as 
many as bave kept the law ot the Lord , 
and the commandements of their father 


Zabuion, But as for the wicked, God The ftate of 


ſhall bring everlaſti-g hire upon them , !hewicked 


and defiroy them for ever, I return to 4s the latter 
my reſt, asmy Fathers have: dune : now a4} 


fear you the Lord your God, with all 
your ſtrength all-the dates of your life, 
As he had ipoken theſe words, he fell 
aſleep to his ſingular benefit; and his 
ſons laid him in a Cothn, and carrying 
bim back again onto Hebron, bified him. 
there with his Fatbers, | 
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The Teſtament of Dan, made to his 
Children at his death concerning 
anger and lying, 
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x Tt: Sertcnt with wlaron and 13: diclare 
FT be 7r tent of 15: Cc Mmfna 48 wrathful 4'C, 


| *TF [Jo c:rrny of Dan his words, 
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| yi 142 Gairs 1, the hundred five and 

ewentieth 
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Of Dan. 73 

twentieth year of bis hislife,be called bis 
Tribe unto bim, and faid : 

Ye children of Dan, hear my ſayings; 
and give heed to the words-of your fa- racart -_ 
thers mouth. I liked in mine heart , and ,rofeſſion 
ſhewed in my whole life the thing hath, E 
is good; for truth joyned with right, 
dealing pleateth God well, I have ha» xj and 
red hurttull ehings, as lying and arger, ang r ichool 
becaule they teach aman all manner of maficrs of 
naughtineſs I confeſs unto you my chil ev life, 
dren th s day. that I was glad i! my heart felſ-love 
at the death of F-/*pb, that tive and thinketh 
good man; andr jo'ced at the felling of PImyelf 6s 
him, becaule our Father lov=d him more _ _ 
than us, For the fpirit ot (pighttulneſs _ 
and pride laid unto me : Thou art his Defire of 
ſon tuo as wellas he, Ando: © of the.g,o,,onive 
ſpirits of B:/;41 wrought wi'l me laying cariſcth ro 
take this (word, ard flav }/ ph with it , murther; 
and when he is dead thy F.ther ſhil love 
thee, This was that ſpirit of (rightful. 
nels which counſel! 4 m: 1o devour J- 
Jſ*ph as the Leopzr.i 1 voured a Kid, Man purpoe 
But the God of our Ft : Jaco did no! ſethbar 32d 
put him into my hands > v0: uffer me to aijpeſeth. 
ftind him alone. that I might diſpatch 
ewo Scep ei in 1/r2/ by committing that 
wickednels. And now my chil: ret: 1 eff 


' 4 ewrabfet 
yu of atruth, that unlels-74i.u kvep you vn icky 
ſelves from this ſpirit of Iying and wrath q;cca:agd, 
and love truth and long {ufferance ye 

4 periſh. Wrath is blivd my children, 


and no wrathtull man ivoketl truth ir: 
re 


_ #1gbteous. 


dereth nos 
7. . ts friend, willed hart againſt his Brother to ſpight 


' Yes of 
© wrath. 


u'# i juſtifieth the thing done, becaule it 


«ies Therefore he that is wrath'ul, if he be 


74 The Teſtament 

the face, becauſe that although chey were 
his « Father and Mothec , yet doth he 
loch by pg. 291d them all his enemies ; though be be 
rents & e . Dis brother , yet 5 he knoweth him not: 
nemics, {hough be be the Lords c Prophet, yet 
b He now- Obeyeth he him not : though he be ad 
eth not bs righteous man, yet he regardeth him not: 
brother. and though he be his « friend, yet he 
cHe obeyeth conlidreth it not, For the (picit of wrath 


a2Heaccoun- 


| * n08 the Mi- beſetteth him with'the inares of error, 


viſier. 
d He regar- 
death not the 


bliending his natural eyes and dimminvg 
thee eyes of his mind by falſhood, and pi- 
ving to bim aſight of his own making, 
And wherein bleareth he his eyes? In 
hatred , of heart, for he givetb him aſelf- 


e He conſs- 


him, and envy bim, My Sors , wrath is 
miſchievous, for it becomerh a ſoul to 

M _ the foul, and ſubdueth the body to it elf 
The proper- by overmaſteritg the ſoul, ard giveth 
power to the body to work all wicked 
neſs. And when the ſoul hath wrought, 


i*By ſer. a man of might, hath terrible power in 
vanes, His arper. One through the help and 


"2 By riches furtherance of his ſervants 2 Another of 


3 8y bim- his riches, where throgh he-perſwadeth 
Hf. ard overcometh his unrighteouſneſs: and 
a third, ofthe nature of his own body y 

which of it ſelf worketh evil, And 

_ though he that is angry be apoor man, 

vet bath he bis natural power doubled, 

"For 
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For the ſaid ipicit doth alwayes furthe: 
his wickedneſs , by cauling his deeds to 
be matched withlying, Wherefore cons 
{1der the power of wrath how vain it is, 
For he isin bitter ſpeech , and walketh 
at Satars right hand , that his deeds may Tr woinfiru: 
be wrooght in unfruſftinels ard lying, ments of 

For Satan d:th tilt of all fig him by wrath, bie- 
' fpe-ch, and when he hath once pricked !er ſpeech : 
bim forward , he Rcergthneth him b . Violent 
deeds and troubleth his undertia; ding ©4045, 
with bitter nips and loſſes, and io pro. 
voketh his mind to exce(ſive wraih, 
Therefore when any man (peaketh a- 
gainlt you , be not moved to ang *: ;anq 
if he praiſe yoo as good men, be nor pufs 
tedup. ror charged into voluptuouf- 
neſs and fiercene:s of countenance; for Remedy 4: 
when aman heareth a thing that miſlik- gainſt ; 
eth him, firſt it tickl-th him _ and Ringeth me jo 
his mind , ſo that he thinks he hath juſt /*©"""$ #f 
cauſe to beangry, Now therefore, my ati 
children if ye fall into ary loſs and hit- 
derance , be not ont of patience , for the 
ſpicit of impatience maketb men to luſt 
for the thivg that is forgone, and tobe 
anpry for the want of it, Bear your loſſes ,,, - ame 
be willingly , and be not out of Rove for it: The (GY 
For urquietneſs engendreth anger ard F 
ontrath : and it rsevil to have a double 
Face, Anger and untruth talk one'to ans 
other ta trouble the anderſianding. And 
when the mind is combred with diſdain, 
- the- Lord depacteth from it, and Bc/rg! 
= getteth 


 obtaineth 


The Teſtament ; 
getteth the dominion of it, Therefore 
my children, keepthe Lords commande- 
ments and laws, elchew untruth , and 
hate it, that the Lord may dwell in you, 
and Bchal fly from you. Speak every of *' 
you the truth to his neighbour , that ye 
fal not willingly into incomberance, and 
ſo ſhall ye be in quiet, and ye ſhal bave 
te God peace, war ſhal not prevail as - 
g4inſt you, Love the Lord all your life. 
long, and love ye one another with a 
ſoothtalt heart, For I am fure thatin the 
fatter daies ye ſhall depart from the 
Lord, and walk in naughtinels, working 
Hepropheſi. (ne abominatiors of the Gentiles , and 
eth their haunting wicked women in all lewdnels, 
wickedneſs, by the working of deceittul ſpirits in 

you. For I have read in Emroch, that Satan 
is your prince end that all the Ipirirs of 
fornication ard pride , all ply themſelves 
in laying ſnares for the children of Da», 
to make them tin before the Lord, But 
2 aa fo, 7 children, ſtick ye unto Levi, and 
One look upon him in all things, The chil- 
Repentance dren of Fuda ſhall ſnatch away other mens 
gocds like Lions through covetouſneſs, 
mercy, For this cauſe ſhal ye beled away with 
A prophecy chem into captivity, and there receive all 
of Chrifi; the plapnes of Eyypr , and all the malice 
dumanjity, of the Heathen ; whereupon ye ſhal re- 
turn to the Lord, and obtain mercy, and 
h2 ſh] bring you into his holy place, and 
proclaim peace to you, The Lords ſav- 


ing Leaith-thal ſpiing 'up unto you out 
£ 


Of Dan. »Y 
the Tribes of Tuda avd Levi, He ſhall 
make war aga1i:.lt Re/iz/, and give our Chriſt live- 
young met the victory in revengement, ly deſcribed 
He ſhal deliver the impriſoned louls of 
the Saints from Relal, avid turn your uns 
believing hearts tothe Lord , and give 
everlaſting peace to (uch as callupon him, 
The Saints ſhall reli in him &the cighte- 
Os ſhal rejoice in the new Jeruialem:, 
which ſhall ploritie God tor ever, Jeruta- 
tm ſha} no more be waſted , nor Iſrael 
led into captivity , becau'ie the Lord ſhal 
be converfar amore men in the midit of 
if and the holy one of Tirael ſhal reign 
over yqQu in lowlimet(s 2nd poverty, and 
bethit b lieveth irc. him , ſhall cecfainly 
reig..16 heaven. Now m) © 4lgren, fear 
the Lord and beware of Satan ai:d his 
fpirits. And draw near te Ged, and to 
t2 Ang | that excui-th you: for he is gþrift our 
the Mediator between God and man to Mediator, 
ſet peace in Ifrzzl, H- ſh 1 fland againſt Chrif af- 
the Ri. 2dom of the enemy , and there ſfeth win 
fore will che enemy labour to overthrow 48 rrmprany 
all that cali upon the Lord : 'or he know, 9s, 
etch; that whenfoever Ireet Gecayeth, 
then Nil his enemies Rirgdom come to 
an end, But the faid Arg?! ſhal tirength- 
en Ifr2-!, that hs come not to an evilend. 
At tliat tne th 3] I{cael depart trom In1- 
quity ard the Lord ſnail vilit fuch as do 
his will in all places of Ifrael: and among 
che heathen his name ſhal he, The Savior. 
T hecefoce my children, keep your ſelves 
troM 


| 
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from all noyiome dea':1gs:and put from 
you wrath, and all uitruch, Love truth 
and nildneſs and look what you bave 
h-ard of your Father deliver it overto 
your children, that the Father of Nations 
may receiveyou. For he was ſoothfaſt, 
long-iuffering > meek, lowly, and a 
Teacher of Gods law by his own works, 
Therefore depart from all unrighteouſ- 
neſs, that ye may flick tothe righteouls 
neſs of the Lords law , and bury ye me 
by my Fathers. In ſaying theſe things he 
kiſſ:d them , and ſlept the ſleep of the 
World. And his Sons buried him . laying 
his bones by .Abrahans, Iſaac, and Faceb, 
Andlike ay Dan had prophelied to them, 
thac they ſhould one day negleR Gods 
law. and eltrange themlelves from the 
off-ſpring and native country of Ifrael , 
fo it cawe to paſle, 
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Of Neptalim. 


| The Teſtament of Neptalm , made 
to his children at his death, 
concerning goodneſs, 


Run Nept1iims race, but run pace 
x Embrace his goodneſs and truftineſs ; 
If your Fate 10u je ſervants to be, 
Then God will you bleſs and give ſucceſs. 


He Copy of Neptalims Teſta- 
ment , Concerning the the 
things 


39 
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things which he diicourſed at the end of 
his time , in the hundred and two and 
thictieth year of his life. At the coming 
of his children together , in the ſeventh 
moneth, the fourth day of the moneth , 
he being yet in good health, commanded 
aſumptucus fealt, and great chear tobe 
prepared When he awoke in the morn- 
ing from ſleep , becauſe he was even at 
deaths door, he praiſed the Lord that 
bad Nrengthened him, and began to 
ſpeak to his children in this wiſe ; My 
children, give ear to Nepralim, hearken 
to your Fathers words, I was born of 
Bilba, and becaufe Rachel dealt craftily 
His birth, in putting Bi/ba to Facgb, in her own 
ſ!ead, and £H:/ba was deljiveredof mein 
Rachel lap therefore was I called Neps 
Why be was (lim ; and Rachel loved me , becauſe I 
Called NeP- was born on ber lap , and ſhe kiſſed me 
talim, when I was alittle one, ſaying, God let 
me lee a brother of thine out of mine 
own womb after thee, By reaſon wher- 
of, 7oſ-ph was like go me in all things ac- 
carding to Rache/Mrequeſt, Now my 
_ mother B12 was the daughter of Rotheus, 
Why Jo- the brother of Debora, Rebeecas nurſe, & 
like Nep- 2s born the ſelf-fame day that Rache] 
alin was born : for Rorheus wage Chaldean, of 
«Abraham's kindred , a worſhipper of 
God, free bor, and a noble man, How- 
bei:, forſomuch as he was taken priſoner, 
Zabin bought him , and maried him to 
abond woman of his called Ev:, who 
brought 


HAis family, 


\ 


Of Neptalim. 
'i brought bim torth a ſon, whom he nam- 
ed Z:liphas, atter the name of the Caſtle 
wherein he was taken. Afterward ſhe 
bare B/lba, calling her, her new haſty 
daughter , becauſe ſhe was fond of the 
, dug as ſoon as ſhe was born, And be- 
cauſe T was as {wift of foot as a Stap, my The ſwift- 
Father F-c:b appointed me to run of all neſs of 
meſſages and earrands, and bieſ].d me by Neptsiim, 
the name of Stag, For as the Potter Gen. 49. 
knoweth what his veſſel ſhal contain, and 
' tempereth his quantity of clay thereafter: 
ſo the Lord maketh a mans body propos 
tionable fo the fpirit that he will put mto 
ic, and frreth the ſpirit co the ability of 
the body ſo that there is no in-quality 
or oddes betwixt them, for all the Lords Gods wiſ- 
creatures are made by weight, meaſure , 40min crea- 
and rule, And as the Potter knoweth !##g 4 (Tu 
the uſe of every of them to what things fes ſorth, 
they be meeteft,ſo the Lord knoweth the 
body, how far forth it is ft for good- 
neſs, and when it beginneth in evil : for 
there is not any co reaſonable, nor 
unreaſonable, which the Lord knoweth 
not, for he hath created all men after his 
own image : and as mans ftrenpth is, ſo is 
bis works ; as is his will, ſo is his work 5 
Y as is his forfeaſt, fo ishis doings; as is 
his heart, ſois his mouth; as is his eye , 
ſo is his fleep; and as is his mind ſo is 
his talk, either of the law of the Lord, or 
of the law of B-/ia/, And look what dis 
verlity is between light and darkneſs, or 
between 


= 


* wi W ms WW» tihs 


”.S& eat 4-0% —_— ——— nz” LE of Qt 


| 


x 
= 
x TP. 
f 

bb 

* i 
© 


—_—. 


The Teftament 

between ſight and bearing. the fame dis 
verſity is there in man and woman, 
Neither is it co be ſaid , that there is any 
bitterneſsin any thing either of the face, 
-or of either like things, for God bath 
made all things good in their order or 
depree; He hath ſet the five wits in the 


bead, and knit the head to the neck, and 
coveredit with hair for bis glory, Mores 


over , he hath asſigned the heart to wil- 
dom , the belly to the avoidance of the 
ſtomack , the breaſt to health, the liver 
to anger, the pall co bitterneſs, the ſpleen 
tolaughter, the kidvies torcraftinels , the 
loins taftrength, the cibs tocomlinels , 
All things the ſeed to luftineſs and ſoforth, So. my 
mw} be children , do all things in order, and in 
done in thefear of God; neither do ye any thing 
ome and diforderly in {corn or out of due ſeaſon, 
order, for thou canſt not command the eye to 
The reaſon, hear, neither cart thou do the works of 
lipht in darknefs: Therefore baſte you 
not to mar your doings through coves 
tonſneſs or to begatile your own ſouls 
with fond talk; For by holding your 
peace witha clean heart, ye ſhal be able 
tokeep the will af God, ard to calt away 
the will of the devil: The Sun, Moon, 
and Stars break not their order, neither 
braek you Gods law in the order of your 
doings. The Gentiles by going aſtray , 
ard by forfaking the Lord, have chang- 
ed their order, and followed flocks and 


tones , and ſpirits of errer, Butdo you 
not 


OT 


8 C —— 4 


—_ RT 


——— 4 


pode OE II 


Of Neptalim, 
net ſo. my children, know ye that your 
only One Godis the Lurd in th: skics, 


on the carth, in the ſea and of allcrea«- 


tures , for he is the maker of then; and 
be not like Sodom which altereth the 
order of her nature: lik: wite, the waters 
alt:ced the order ot their nature, acd 
they whom God curſed in the flood , 
making the earth deſolate and fruitleſs 
for their ſakes. My childien , I ſay theſe 


' things. becauſe I have read in th--holy 


writir-gs of Enoch , thar 1 co alſo ſhal de- 
part trom the Lord, ard walk in all the 


wickednei's of S /-» , ard the Lord tha] Nepralim, 
bring thraldom upon you {ov as you , Propheczerb 
ſhal (c1ve your enemies, ai.d be pinched the miſery 


with all manrer of tribulation and pain, 
till God conſume you every one, an 
when ye be made few arid ſmall, ye ſhall 
turn again , and know the Lord your 
God, and he ſhi! bring you again into 
ycur 04nleand, according to his mani” 
fold mercy, And it ſhall come to paſs, 
that when they ſhal be come info che 
countrey of their Fathers , they ſhal fors 
get the Lord ayain, and deal wicked- 
ly, foas the Lord ſhal (catter chem all 
over the face of the whole earth. till in 
the mercy of the Lord come a man that 


of 1s chats 
d aren. 


poureth out mercy and righteouſneſs A viſion, 


upon all men both far and near : For in 
the fortierh year of mylife, upon moant 
O'ivet towards the eaſt fide of Fernſalem, 
EF ſaw the Su and Moon ſtand fill, and 

behold, 
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" The Teſtament 
bebold, 1/aoc my fathers tather ſaid to ys, 
Come bither a pace, and everyone of 
ary hold, according to bis ſtrength; 
or the Sun and Moon may be caught, 
And we came running altogetber, and 
Levi cavght bold on the Sun y and Juds 
jumpting up, caught hold of the Moon , 
and were both of them lifted up with 
them. And when as Lev! became as 
the Su':, a certain yourg man delivered 
kim ewelve boughs of Palmstree , and 
Tuds ſhined as the moon, and twelve 
beams or rayes were under bis feet, and 
£:viand Fudarunning together, beheld 
one another, And bebold there was a 
bull upon earth that had great horns » 
and Eagles wings upon his back, and we 
would have caught him , but we could 
not; For Foſeph Repping before us, 
caught him, and monnted aloft upon 
him, And behold there appeared uito 
u3 an holy writting, ſaying, The <A7- 
rians, Meder, Elamites , Galathit.s, Chal 
deer, and Syrians ſhall hold the Scepter 
of 1ſrae] in thraldome. And again, a 
mz ſeven months after I ſaw our father 
+25 »Facob Randing in the ſea of Famma, and 
BEE oy -vv*Utis-ſons with hims A d hehold there 
>  "*amig-aſbip fayling by full o dried fleſh, 
\*..,x.** ; : withotit. Mariner or Pilot. Upon the 
| Nhip:was written Jacob and our father 
faid tongs, Letas go to our ſhip: When 
pe wee within it, there rote afor- tem. 
peſt, and a mighty gale of wind , and 
wg our 


Jf Neptalim. 
aur Father who held the flern, flew 
away from us , andthen we being toſſed 
with the Rorm were carried intothefea, 
and ou: ſhip was blled with water, and 
weather-beaten , and torn on all des, 
Then 7 -/-p5 fled out in the boat, and we 
all were divided upon twelve boards, and 
Levi and Juds was amongpli us , fo were 
we (ſcattered on all coafts , and Z-»: be- 
Ing clad in ſackcloth, prayed u:-to the 
Lord tor us all. As ſoon as the tempeſt 
was allayed , the ſhip came quickly to 
land, and behold our Pather J«ccb came, 
and we rejoyced altogether with one 
mind, I told my Father theſe two 
dreams, and he ſaid to me thefe ihings 
mult be falflled in their time, aid Ijrac/ 
roult indure many things, Then (ard be 
Forther to mes I believe that J./eph is 
alive, for I ſee that the Lord doth al- | 
Wayes rnmbec him with as. Ard he ſaid, Remoyſe off <4 
Thou livett , my fon Jo/eph, but yet I ſee conſci:ngiia 4 
thee not, neither ſeeft thou Jacob that moverbalil 
begat- thee : Truly he made us to weep conſe[MRNR 
at theſe words of his, and my bowels oF: 
plowed within me, to bewray unto bing; 
that J-ſeph was ſold, but I was afrai 
of my brethren, Behold, my ſons ,;} 
have ſhewed you the laſt time+ , and 
things that ſhal be done in 1/rack;; 
therefore command your cht + | 
be h-Iptull unto L:vi and Judd; | 
J«dih ſhall health and weltag? 
up unto {/rac/, and in bing 
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The Teſtament 
Jacob be blefſed. For by his Scepter 
ſhal God appcar. and dwel amongſt men 


_ Upon earth, cofſave the flock ot 1/rae/, 


By doing 
well, God 


and to gather the righteous from a- 
monegft the heathen. M. children, if you 
dr) well. both men and 2 gels ſhal praiſe 


ard ble.s \ uy. and Gad ſh1l b+ glorifhed * 


& glorifiet. by yon 2amonp't the Gent |-s: The devil. 
men b'-ſſed ſhall flee from you. th: beatts ſha! Rand. 


and thc de 
vil vangqui 
{bed. 


. Im awe of you, and the arp. |s ſhalre- : 


ceiv- you; fer like as it aman bring up |} 
his children well , the child giveth and | 
epd. avourzth alwayes to be mindfull} 
and thankfull: So of good works there. 
is a good remembrance with God, But. 
as for him that doth not good him ſhal + 
men and Anpels curſe, ard G.:d ſhall be. 
diſhonoured through him among the. 
Gentiles, and the devil ſhall poſſeſs him 
as a peculiar veſſel and inftrument , and. 
all beaſts ſhall overmaſter him, and the- 
Lord ſhall bate him ; for the — 


ments of the law are oftwo ſorts, an 
are fulhlled in work, For there is a time, 
for a man to company with his wife, and. 
a time to torbear her , that he may give 
himſelf eo prayer. Fhere is two co 
mandements which breed lin, except 
they be done ir their due order , and (af 
it is in the reſt of the comma! :d=ment 
Therefore be you wiſe and skilfall in rhe 
Lord, who knowing the order of his 
command:mer!'s, and the laws of 1 
things , that God may love ye, Havir 


command 


— 
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commanded them many other ſuch 
things , he prayed them to convey his 
bones to H:bron, and to bury bim by his 
Fathers, And ſo eating and drinking 
with a merry heart, he covered his face, 
and died. And Neptalimy children did all 


things according as their father had coms 
manded them, 


The Teſtament of Gad , made to his 
Children at his death, concer- 
ning hatred, 


8 P 


; The Teſtamezt, 


Tou that excel in marcial ſeats \ 
Lo Gads but GOD obqy : | 

Left in Gads wrath you GOD offend 
And loſe your boped prey, 


He Copy of Gaas Teſtament , 


. andaefthe things that he ſpake , 
to his Children, in the bundreth and 
ſeventh year of his life; laying , I was + 
Jacobs ſeventh Son, and skilfal and firong {4 


Gul 4 good iN keeping of ſhzep, I kept the flocks by 
and valiant Dight, and when there came any Lion, 
ſhepherd, ' Leopard, Wolf Bear, or other wilde | 


Beaſt upon out Cattel, I ran to it, and 
kiled it, J-/eph alſo did feed ſh2ep with 


us about a thirty dayes, who beingten- ] t 
der, fell ſick by reaſon of overmuch heat | « 
and went home to Hebron to his father , C 
whom he lodged by bimſelt, becauſe he [ 
loved him. And J-ſzp5 told our Father, Þ & 
that the fons of B:/ka walted his goods # U/ 
at Z:Ipha, and made havock of them , w 


withoat the knowledge of J:Ja and Ru- o 
b:n , for he knew that I had reſcued a ar 
lamb out of a Bears mouth, and killed 
the Bear, and that becauſe the lanbY V 
could not live, (which thing grieved me ) 

we killed it aiſo, and ate it, He told eur; 

Father of it, and our brothers were 
greatly diſcontented with his doings yf 
even to the day that he was fold intaf' 


Eevtt and the ſpirit of hatred wasin meg his 
inſoinuch as I could not find in my hearg fin; 
to hear Jo ph ſpeak, or toſee bim, be 1th3 


cauſe 


Of Gad. 
becauſe he had rebuked us openly for Gad hated 
eating the Lamb without J«ds, To be Foſeph ſor 
ſhort , he made our Father believe what, Þ% complca: 
ſoever he told him, But now I ackn@ws ng to bi; 
ledge my lin, my children > that I way ſatber. 
often in mind to have killed him, for I 
bated him from my heart, and I was ut. 
terly without compaſſion towards him , 
and the cauſe of this my great hatred to- 
wards him, was his dreams; Therefore 
I would have devoured him , as an Ox * For E: 
eateth up oraſs from the earth, And for dreams. 
that cauſe I and Jada fold him to the 1/+. 
ma-lites for 30 Gilderns , of the which 
we kept away ten privily , and ſhewed 
tl.o other 2:0 to our brethrev, Andfa 
covetouſnefs. perſwaded me to wiſh big 
death, But the God of our Fathers de. . 
livered him out of my hands, tothe in - 
tent Iſhould not do ſuch wickedneſs in 
Iſrae];&naw my children, give ear tothe 
words of truth , that ye may live righte- 
ouſly , and keep the law of the higheſt, 
and notgo altray through the ſpirit af 
hatred, for that is evil in all mens doings. 
Waatſoever ancther man doth,that doth 
the hater miſlike and abhone, IF one 
keep the law of the Lord, hepraiſeth it 
not: It one fear the Lord and deal riphtes 
ouſly, him he Jovethnot , but diſpraiſeth 
the truth , he er. vieth him that ordereth 
his waies atioht , he imbraceth back bit. 
ting. he loveth ſcorniulneſs; and becan(e 
that hatred kath bli:ded his mind , be 
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The Teſtament, | 
doth to his neigbbours as we did to Jos 
ſipb : therefore my children keep your 
ſelves from hatred, becauſe it commit: 
teth witkedneſs even againſi the Lord: 
for it will not hear the words of Gods 
commandement, concerning the loving 
ofa mans neighbonr , but (inneth ſpite-; 
folly againſt God, If a brother offend, 
by and by it blazeth bim abroad, and iy 
baſty to have him condemned and killed, 
or puniſhed for his offence, And if the 
offender be a ſervant or bondman , it ac- 
caſeth him te his maſter, and deviſeth all 
means that may be to perſecute him and 
to put him to death if it be potliblt, for 
hatred worketh with ſpitefalneſs, and is 
alway ſorry to hear or ſee men go for- 
, ward, or proſper in well doing, For like 
' as love beareth good will even to the 
dead, and wiſheth them alive, and 
would ( if it were posſible ) ſtay them 
from death, which are condemned to 
dye ; Sohatred ſeeketh to flay the liv. 
ing, and deemeth them unworthy of life 
which have offended never (o lightly. 
For the ſpirit of hatred doth through; 
cankred frowardneſs of heart, work| 
joyntly with Satan in all things, even to 
the death and deſirution of men. = 
the fpirit of love doth through long tu 
_ ferance work with Gods Law to the 
welfare of men, Hatred is evil, becauſe, 
it abideth with lyinp ſpeaking continuall 
22aioft the truth, making a hana of 
nal 


of Gad. 
{mal matters overſhaddowiog the light 


with darkneſs counting ſweet to be 

ſowr , teaching flanderouſneſs, war , 
* wrong, and abundance of all miſchief, 

I and fioally filling the beart with deviliſk 

B& poiſpn, My children I ſpeak theſe things 

&*, upon experience, to the entent you 

; ſhould cſhew hatred, and ſtickto godly Arightrow 


ls love, Righteouſneſs driveth out hatred, man deſcri- 
J, and lowlineſs killeth it, for a righteous ved, 
Ie; 


& lowly perſon is aſham*d to do wrong, 
pot for fear of rebuke > but for conlci- 
fl ence ſake, becaule God ſeeth hisintent, 
d Fe backbiteth no man, becauſe the fear 
r ofthe higheſt overcometh hatred : For 
5 trnetfear of the Lord offendeth not, nei- 
ther will do any man wrong,no not even 
in thaught. At length I came to the 
knowledge of theſe things, when I had 
repented me of my dealings toward Jo» 
pb, For the true Repentance that is acs 
cording to Gods will , mortifieth a man 
to obedience, chaſeth away darkneſs , 
iolightneth the eyes; giveth knowledge 
cothemind, and leadeth the foul tolals 
vation, And whatſoever men know not 
of themſelves that doth repentance teach 
them, For it brought upon me the pain 
of the heart, and if my Father Facobs 
prayers had not been, furely I bad dyed 
out of hand, For look wherein a man 
ſinneth, by the ſame he is puriſhed, Far- 
asgmuch therefore as my heart was merci- 
leſs coward ſo/2pb , I ſuffered Gods rigors 
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| The Teſtament 

rigorous juſtice in my heart by the ſpace 
of eleven moneths, that the time of my 
puniſhment might fall out even, with the 
time tbat I urged the ſelling of J-/eþ5, 
Now therefore my children, each of 
you love bis brothers, and put away bat- 


red from your hearts, loving one anotber 


in deed, word, and thought of mind For 
before my Fathers face I ſpake mildly of 
J/cph, but bebind his back » the ſpirit of 


Love confi. batred darkned my underſtanding , and 
 flethindeed tempted my mind to kill him, Wherefore 
q in word Cf Jove ye one another heartily ; and if any 


| m;nl, 
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of you offend other , tell him of it gent- 
ly, driving out the poyſon of hatred , & 
foſtering no deceit in heart, And if the 
offender confeſs it, and be ſorry for it, 
giveitbim ; and if he deny it, ftrive not - 
with bim, leſt he fall to ſwearing , and ſo 
bn double. Let no fleanger hear you uts 
tering one anothers fecrets in variance , 
lelt be turn to be your ill willer , and 
work ſome preat miſchief againſt you, 
for he will talk guilfolly with thee, and 
undermine thee to do thee aſhrewd turn 
taking bis poyſon at thine own hand, 
Therefore if he deny it, and be aſhamed 
of it, and hold his peace when he is re- 
buked, draw kim not out, for in denying 
he repenteth him fo as he will no more 
offend thee, bu: honour thee and fear 
thee, and be in quiet, But if he be un- 
ſhamfac'd , and abide hy his naughtineſs, 
then refer the cevengement of it to God 

with 


— 


Of Gad, | 93 * 
with all thy beart, If another man pro- Envy no 
fper more than thou , be not grived at mins proſ- 
it, but pray for bim, that he may have fcrity, 22 
pecfite proſperity. For peradventuce it 4) be py - 
may be to your own benefit, And if he chance, your 
be exalted more and more, envy him profite, 
not but remember that all fleſh ſhall die, 
and praiſe God for it , who giveth good 
and profitable things to all men, Seek 
the Lords judgments and ſo thy mind 
ſhall let him alove and bein quiet, Now 
it a man beentiched by evil mea"s, as 
F'1u my Fathers brother was, envy him 
nt: For in ſodoirg ye contio: the Lord, 
who «wither taketh away his benehts 
tromche wicked , or leaveth them ft!]lto 
t{;e repentant, orelſe reſerveth them in 
» the unrepentant to their endlefs puniſh. SAN 
*' ment, For the poor man having ſuffici oP Kr 
”  entof allthings, giveth thanks unto the , ;;-_ 
Lord andis enriched of all men, becauſe 
'| men wiſh him no harm. Thecefore my 
children, away with hatred out of your 
hearts, and love one 2nother with a 
right meaning mind, Alſo will you your 
children to honor Levi and Fuda: for out 
of them ſhall the Lord make the Saviors 4 propcpe 
of I/ra:/ to come. I krow that in the of Chriſt. 
end your children ſhil depart from them 
and walk in all manner of miſchief, 
naughtineſs, and corruption before 
the Lord, And after alittle pauſing , he 
ſaid again my ſons hear me your Father, 
bury meby my Fathers ; And (o pluck 
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The Teſtament 
p'ocking up his feet, he flept in peace ; 
and after five years , they carried him 


tence and laid him with bis Fatbers in 
H:bron, 


_—_—cm# 
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The Teſtament of ſer, made to his 
Children at his Death, concerning 
ewo Faces, of Yice, and Yertue. 


Two waies, ſaith Aler , are prepar'd 
ſor men : the one ſor joy , 

The 1afs ſor death, The firft % beſt, 

but this breeds ſore annoy. 


Of Afer. yy 

He Copy cf Aſrr his "Tefta- 
ment, and of the things that 
be ſpake co bis childres inrhe 110 year 
of his life, being (fill ir: bealtb, be faid utis 
to them. Ye children of «Ajer, bearken 
unto your Father, on o_ you 
all things that are right before the Lord, 

The Lord has ER two ways unto the 7 = 
ſons of men two minds, two doings,twe ty walk ju; * 
places, and twoends; and therefore all + 
wayes may be one, yea , though they be 
contraries, as are the wayes of good and 
evil Alſo there are two minds in our 

breaſts, which do move us either to 
honeſty Or diſhonelly, Therefore it NT 
man be led to gageneſs, all his doings good and of 
are occupied about righteouſneſſe, and if cyiÞt, 

that he do any thing amiſs by and by he 

repenteth him; for in as much as his 

mind is bent to righteouſneſs , he pnteth 

away naughtineſs, and ont of hand a- 

mendeth his miſdeeds, and correQ- 

eth the corruptions of his -mind, 

But if his mind inclive unto evil, a} 

his doings tend unto naughtineſs, in 

ſo much that he thrufieth away the good, 

and taketh unto him the bad, becanſe he 

is under the dominion of Be/ia/; and if 

he do any good thing, be turneth the 

ſame unto evil,” For if he beginto do 

any good, he bringeth the end of his 

doingsto an evil work. becauſe the treas 

ſauce of his beart is infeded with the ves 
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Of Aſer. 
nome of a devilliſh and miſchievousx 
ſpirit, and therefore the evil overmaſter- 


forts of dou eth the gogd in his mind, and bringeth 


ble ſacts, 


'A be cout + 
 #0us means 
wickedacſs 

*cribed, 


the end of the thiog to navphtineſs, , 
Some man ſheweth compallion upon 
him that ſerveth his turn in naughtineſs, 
that man hath two faces , and that deed 
of his, is ſtark lewdnels, Another man 
loveth ungraciouſmeſs, and he islewd 
likewiſe : and although he could find in 
his heart to die for the compatlling of 
His evill, yet it is 'manifeſt that he fs 
double faced, and his doing is altogether 
tack naught, For his love being but 
lewneſs, doth as it were cloak his evil 
with a good name, whereas the drift of 
his doings tendeth unto a wicked end, 
Another he alſo doth open wrorg , p'il- 
leth and polleth, is covetous and pittieth 
r:ot the poor, He alio bath a doubl:z tace, 
and all this is tark naught; for in being 
nigardly towards his neighbour, he pro- 
voketh Gocs wrath . and denieth the 
Highe!t. in net pirtvirg thepoor. He des 
{piſeth and 'pighteth the Lord , which 
is the corMmander of the law ; he ſuffer- 
eth rot the poor foreſt, he defileth his 
ewn ſoul to make his body gay , he kill- 
ethmany, ard pittieth t2w : this is the 
Dart of a doable faced perſon, Another 
committetn whoredome and fornicatis 
on, or vexeth many men piteoufly with 
his power and riches, and yet abllaineit 


from meats: hisTaftis nau2hs, for tie dork 


*te commardments With 'an evil cone 


therefore my chIdren , become not like 


:{on!, Fhis man allo is doubie faced, bit 


Of Afer. 
ſcience, and that is a double faced deals 
ing, whichis altogether naught, Such 
manner of folk are right Swine & Hares, 
tor they ſeem to be half clean : butio 
very deed they be utterly unclead, You 


them, neither bear you in one hood two 
faces, the one of goodneſs,and the other 
of naughtineſs, but ſtick all only unto 
go0dnels; for in goodnefs doth God relt, 
and men ke well of it. Shun naughtinefs 
and kill the devilin your good works: 
for thzy that are double tac-d, ſerve 
not God , but their own [u'ts , becau! 
they feek to pleale B-/j4/, and luch as ar 
like themſelves. Nuw though plain deal Got abide 
ing men and ſuch as pretend but One (th with the 
face are taken for offend-rs, at ths plum dale 
hands of ſuch as bear two faces , yet are 
they righteous before God. For many 
Io killing wicked perſons dotwo works 
at once : namely, good by evil: but in: 
dee the whole work is p00], beers 
Chat he which rooted out the evil, hah The p: aw-+ 
deltroyed it. Some man hbatiro his 1 eight. flerous 
bor, mercifully blameth :m tor bis ad 1420047: 
Voutry , or theft, ſuch a one i5 Coubl- pf the w'0r BR 
faced, but yetis the who: vork pood MAT THR, 
becauſe he followetiz the Lo: ds example, 597 7 V8 
potreipect.ng what ſeem-th pood, wher ... 
It 15 evil Indeed, A\ ©: her \\ 31; Doi make .c4 26s 
merry with Rioters Jeſt he {hold ©. fey 
ſfained by them, ard Orfiie Is own 
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yetis all his doings good : and he is like 
aRo or Stag which in a common wilde 
herd ſeem to be unclean, and yet are al-s 
together clean, becauſe be walked in the 
| zeal of the Lord, ſhunniog ard hating 
þ thoſe whom God willeth to be ſhunned, 
in hisxCommandements, and ſo killeth he - 
evill with wel-doing, See therefore my 
Sons, how there aietwoin all things, 
one apainl(t the other , and the one hid» 
den under the other, Death ſucceedeth 
| tolife , ſhame to glory night to day and 
darkneſs unto light. All righteous things 
are underlife and light, therefore doth 
eternal life overmaſter death, Itis not ta 
be ſaid that truth is untruth , righteouſs 

neſs uorighteouſneſs,or right wrong, bes 

Aſer bz Cauſe that as all things are under God, 
-1zh1eow fſoalitrurh is underlight, I have praQtils 
;'virg., ed all thefe things in mylife, and not 
Rirayed from the truth of the Lord, but 

Fake out the commandements of the 

Higheſt, tothe uttermolſt of my power, 
F and walked with one face in goodneſs. 
i | Take heed therefore, my children, to the 
| Dergie ſ- Lords Commandements , and follow the 


f :4, 4Y5!8 truth with one fingle face. For they that 
i raſh, are donb!le faced , ſhal be double puniſhs 
'Y ed, The ſpirit of error ha'cth the man 
| that fphteth againſt it, Keep the law of 
l the Lord, and regard not evil that ſeems 
2th good , but have an eye to the thing 
| that is 200d i indeed, and keep the ſame , 
geturnia? to the Loid in all his cms 
mandes 


Of Aſer. . 


commandetnents and reſting apon him + 
for the eds whereat:men do aim, do 


ſhew their righteouſneſs: And know the 
Angels of the Lord from the ar gels of 
Satan; For if yecleave to wicked lpirits, 
your fouls ſhal be torm-nted of the wic. 
ked [pirits who ye ferve, in wicked 
luſts and works, But if ye quietly and 
cheerfully acquaint your ſelves with the 
Angel of peace , he ſhal comfort you in 
your lifetime, My children, become not 
like the Sodomites , which knew rot the 
angel, and periſhed for ever. For I am 
ſure that you ſhal (in, and be deliveredins 
tothe hands of your encmies; your land 
ſhal be laid waſt, and your (elves ſhal be 
ſcattered into the four corners of the 
earth, and be deſpiſed as unprofitable 
water, in your diſperſing abroad, until 
the Higheſt do vilit the earth, eating and 
drinking as a man with men , and break- 


ing the ſerpents head in pieces without 4 prophecy 
noiſe, He ſhal ſave I/rae/, and all the of Chrift 
Heathen by water, being God hidden in þ#s bums 
man, Therefore tel] your children theſe ny. 
things, that they negle& not Gods law, 

written in the Tables of Heaven. For the 

time wiil come , that chey ſhal give no 

credit to the-law of the Lord: and vou 

falling onto ravghrinreſs. ſhal deal wicks 

edly againſt Gcd, giving no heed to his 

Jaw, but unto mens commandemente. 

For this cauſe ſhal ye be {catered abroad, 


2s my Brothers, Gzd and Dan, which 
"were 
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were not acquainted with their own 
country,tribe and tongue, Nevertheleis, 


the Lord ſhal gather you together again 


-in faith, forthe hope of his mercy , for 


«Abraham , Iſ:ac and Facobs ſake, When 
he had ſo ſaid , he commanded them to 


bury bim in Hcbron : And hedied. fl:eps 


inga good fleep, and afterwards his ſons 
doing as he had willed them, carried him 
back. and buried kim with his fathers, 
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The Teſtament of Foſ-ph - madeto his 
Children at his death, concer- 
ning chaſtity and p»rfence. 


A 
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Of Joſeph, IOI 

'Let Jofeph reach thee | 

Love and cþajtity, 

$0 [hit thou baye 
A long bl: ſ:d life, 
Voil of all ſtrife, 
Even i thy grave. 

Y fons & my brethren, hear ye 

Joſeph, the wel-bcloved of 

Tjracl, My children , hear you: Father, 

I bave knownin my life envy and death, 

with the which my brethren would have Jyntcs 
deftioyed me ; tor they bated me, and af; Ficns, 
God loved me, they would have kiilzd 

me, and the God of my fathers kept me; 

they put me into a pit, andthe molt 

High brought me out again : I was!old 

as a bondman , and the Lord made me 

free, and His flrong hand helped me. I God hctpreb 
was kept in hunper , ard the Lord him in difirc's, 
{cf nouriſhed me: I was lett alone, and 

the Lord comforted me; I was tick, 

and the Lord vitited me; I was in pri- 

fon » and the ſavior made me glad ; 1 

was fatloed jn chains, and the Lord ons 

bound m2: Hz pieaded my cauſlz in the 
-eccufations o! t!;e Erypriang, and nat ofly 
delivered me from envy and deceit, but 

allo exaltec me, infomuch that Puriphar, 

chieff teward of Pharzch: honſe, did lend 

m2 lodging. where I was 42 j2opardy of 

my life, by reaſen of a{hamleſs woman., 

which inticet me to do nacohtineſs with 

hor, throupio the flame ef volumptuouſs 
nefs.buroing about ner brealt +1 was ct 
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The Teſtament. | 
in priſen. for her, | was beaten and 
mocked for her yet the Lord cauled the 


God never Keeper of the priſon to be moved with 
for{cheth mercy towards m=*. He forlaketh not 


' bis them that tear him, neither in darkneſs, 


neither in bands , neither in tribulation, 
or neceſlities. God-is not aſhA:d as a man, 
neither dreadeth he as men, neither, 
ſhiketh or ſhri1nketh be for fear as earthly 
meo, He is p: eſent in all places & in theic 
Jolephcon mon grievous ſorrows he comfurtetb his. 
«oo o8.; poeth away for afeaſon totry the 

thuughts of their mind, He found me 
truſty in ten temptations, and in every 
one I was conſtant and preſerved. For 
ſufferance is a great medicine and caufſ- 
eth much gaodneſs How often did the 
E,ypt an threaten my death ? How often 
was I pariſhed, and yet the woman cal, 
ied me again ? How often did ſhe threa- 
ten meto dy. hecauſe I wonld not have 
to do with her ? She ſaid uncro me Thon 
ſhalt have governance of me. a'(d al] that 
b2 mine , if thou wilt give thy felt unto 
me, ard obey my defire, and thou ſhalt 


Sufferance 
Wh6 11 66 


medicinein words of my Father Faceb, ard entring 
temptation into my chamber, made my prayer to the 

Lord and faſted ſeven dayes ; yet I ap- 
Not from peared unto the Ezyptian in the ſelf, 


| Meat, but ſame eflate of body, a-ift lhad hvedin 


ſrom wan- pleaſures ard delights. For they that faft 


#0 J'e; forGod receive beauty of face; aſs 


Of Joleph. 

kd wine given udto me, Idrunk none , 
and faſtiog three dayey.1 taok my meat 
daily, and gave it to the [ek and needy , 
and early I awaked unto the Eerd, and 
wept for Metemphetic the Egyptian, be- 
cauſe ſhe was evermore troubling of me, 
| S$hecame unto me in the night, as thogh 

ſhe would have viſited me. And firſt, 
truly , becanſe ſhe had never aſon , ſhe 
feipned to take me as her ſon: AndI 
prayed to God to ſend her a fon ; Un- A erafty 
till which time ſhe embraced me, as prafice oſs 
* though I had been her ſon, and I perceiv . woman, 
ed not the cauſe, And for aconcluſion, 
ſhe drew me to have done fornication 
with her', and I cemembring my ſelf, 
; wasforrowfnll tothe death, And when 
ſhe was gone out, I came to my ſelf, and 
ſorrowed many dayes, for I perceived Fldttery the 
her deceit and error, And I ſpake unto 4fvils-ſweed 
her the words of the molt high God, jf 9618, 
| peradventure ſhe might be turned away 

from her pernicious concupiſcence, 
Many times as to a holy man ſhe ſpake 
flattering words to me, not without des 
ceit, lauding my chaſtity before her hug- 
band which would utterly have deſtroy- 
ed me ; both manifeſtly and ſecretly ſhe 
ſaid unto me, Fear not my husband, for 
he is perſwaded of thy chaſtity : For it 
ſo be that any man ſhewed him of thee 
and me,he would not beheve it. For be+ A token of 
cauſe of this thing, I covered me with 4 I*4/0us 


fackcloath, and laid me flat upen the®*#"- 
eacth, 


a. 
— — 


. —_— =. 
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earth, and prayed unto Almighty God, + 
Hypocrites thathe would deliver me from this wo- 
ereoſal man of Egypr, When ſh: could do nc: - 
religions thing this way , ſhe came unto me again 
for luc 6, ,rmed with other reaſons; that is to lay, 

that ſhe would fain learn the word of 

God of me, and began to ſpeak after this 

manner, If thou wilt have me toforſake . 

mine idols, follow my deſire, and I will 
perſwade my husband the Egyptian to 

o_ of BO from his idolatry, and we ſhall waik 
wbhorech, 12 the Jaw ofthy God, I made anſwer to 
" theſe things , God will have none to 
worſhip bim with uncleannefs, neither 

hath he any pleaſure in adulterers: and 

ſhe held her peace, dehrinp to fulfill her 
concupiſcence. And 1I faſted and prayed, 

Note the {hat God might deliver me frum her, 
ſruir of tuft A830 at another time.ſhe laid unto me, 
if thon wilt not do adultery with me, I 

will kill my Prince, ard fo by the law I 

Mall take theeto my husband, When I 

heard chat, I cert my garinent, and ſaid , 

Woman, I pray thee be aſhamed of theſe 

things before God, and fear God, and do 

thou not ſych an abominable thing , nei- 

ther deſpair utterty, that thou drown 

not thy ſeif in thine own evil ; for it thou 

go about, I ſhal utter and declare the 

thoughts of thine iniquity, She fearing 

theſe things, prayed me that I would not 

bewray her nayghtineſs, and ſo departs 

ed. Yet again, ſhe went about to beguile 


'me with gifts, ſending vnto me all things 
that 


« » wore 


. 5 that men have need of, and ſhe ſent ma 
- meat ftrewed about with incbantment. 


'Of Joſeph. 


And as the Eunuch broughtitin, ] bes 
held, and faw a terrible fellow giving me 
: {word with the diſh, and I perceived 
that ſhe went about to deceive me, And 


; when he was gone, I wept, and touched 
' r.otthat meat, nor any other of her ſend- 
| ing, for a good while after, A day after 


that ſhecameto me, and ſaid, What is 


; the matter that thou haſt not eaten of the 
. meat s And Ifaid ento her , becau'c 
; thou haſt poifoned it.: Therefore thou 1,c.14 4474 


Male know that I will not coe unto Idols firft admo- 
but only unto God. Now underſtand yjſh, ind 
therefore, that the God of my father, by not pro. 
his Angel hath ſhzwed thy miſchief unto claim, 
me, and I have kept the meat to thy 

ſhame, if perchance thou mighteli ce- 

pent, or learn that the malice of wicked 

doers prevaileth not againſt them that 
worſhip the Lord in chaſtity, And I took 

and did eat before her,faying, The Gc 

of my fathers and the angel of Abraham 

ſhil be with me, and then ſhe fell down pp, pame 
at my feet and wept, Then lifting her up, of God and 
I exhorted her many wayes,and ſhe pro fear of in- 
miſed unto me, that ſhe would never do famy, pric- 
ſuch iniquity after thatday, Yet becauſe keth thecon- 
her heart was mourning , and did burn cence. 
toward me in adultery , with ſighs com» Notc th, 
ing from the depth of her ſtomack , ſhe 

calt down her countenance, The Ez yp - 


tan her husband perceiving her » (aid , 
VW beres 


— — _ —_——— —_ = 
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Wherefore boldeſt thou down thy face " 
Stie anſwered, I am even ſorrowfull aa F 
the heart, and he comforted her that 
was not ſick? yet again ſhe entred into * 
me { hec husband being witheut ) and 

ſaid. I am ftrangled or choaked ; either I 

will break my neck , or elſe drown my | 
ſelf, without thou wilt obey me. And j 


I perceiving that the ſpirit Rilial troubl- 
ed and vexed her, mack gl unte the Lord 
my God, and ſaid thus, Wherefore art 
thou vexed and troubled, all blindin 
1Nn ? Remember thy telf for if thou & 
kilt chy ſelf the denedi of thy hasband 
called S:con , envying thee, ſhal beat thy | 
children, and deſtroy the memory of 
chee from the earth, And ſhe ſaid unto 
me, Have done, have done, I perceive 
that yet thon haſt ſome care for me; I 
have even enough that thou defendeft | 
my life and childrens . I have good hope | 
intimeto come, that I ſhall obtain my | 
wiſhed defre, And ſhe perceived not 
that for the love of my Lord God I faid 
fo , and not for her ſake. Whatſoever he 
be that follows the concupiſcence of his 

moſt filthy and pernicious deſire, is made 
tervant unto the fame, as this woman 
was: And if he hear any good thing in 
the paſſion wherein he is overcome , be 
draweth the fame to his pernicious vh 
filthy deſire. I ſay unto you my ſong thin _ 
it was abont (ix of the clock when ſhe 
went from me, and 1 fel apon my knees 


-— as -—-w? - | 


praying 


+ 


| 


# night following. And about the break 4 remedy 


' bed with hec, Theo perceiving that ſhe 
waxed mad, and that violently,and with 


- Of 


Joſeph. 
praying to God all tbat day with the 


| of the day, I arofe weeping: that I might againft 


' onge bedelivered from this Egyprian wor tempration. 


man, Finally ſhe caught me faſt by the 
garment, drawing me OO bave gone tQ 


firength ſhe beld my cloaths , I let my 
cloaths ſlip from me and fled away. 
Then ſhe complained to her husband 
of me, which put me in pciſon in the 
Kings houſe, The day following after 


f Iwasfore beaten and caſt in priſon, Ang 
' When l lay boundin fetters, this Egyptis 
. an Woman waxed lick with ſorrow , and 


barkned how I lauded God , being in a 
houſe of darkneſs. For I rejoicing with a 
glad voice, gleritied my God o1.ly that 
* by ſuch occalion I was dclivered from 
the Egyprian woman. Yet ſhelettrot to 
Rand harkning . and ſaid. Have done , Note aſub. 
and take the offer which I put unto thee, 1:/c woman 
and fulfill my deſire, and I1 will deliver 
theefrom thy bond, and bring thee ont 
from the darkneſs ; but all that could Joſephs 
perlwade me nothing , infomuch that in jmguler 
tnought I was not inclined to any delire :8ſtIt]s 
of her: For God loveth him better which 
faſteth in chaſtity , being in apriſon of 
darkneſs, then him which taketh his 
pleaſure with volupruouſreſs in a cham- 
ber of honor and riches. For if amanlive 
in chaſtity, and dehire glory ( if God pers 
CC1VC 


The Teſtament. 
vive itto be expedient for him) he give 
- ethrunto him , as he hath done unto me: 
Many times as though ſhe had been lick * 
ſhe deſcended unto me unleoked for & 
* heardthe voice of my praying and ſtood 
A: property the more (till, But when 1 heard ber 
of « herlot, igh, I held my peace , for in ber houſe 
ſhe ſtripped her ſelfnaked , breaſts legs, 
The comms: anq-arms, whereby ſhe might have kind= * 
aity of 749: 1.4 meinto the love of her, For ſhe was | 
nd ny ſuff "very fair,and gloriouſly adorned to have 
' dexeived me, but God kept me from her 
works, Therefore my Sons, behold what 
ſufferance with prayer and faſting doth, 
And therefore it you love ſobernefle Se 
chaſtity in ſufferance and humility of the 
heart, the Lord ſhall dwel in you , for he 
loveth ſobriety:and when the molt bigh 
doth dwelin a man although be chance 
to fall into envy, or into bondage , or 
flander, the Lord which dwelleth in him, 
will for his chaſtity not onlydeliever him, 
but alſo exalt him,and glorite him, as he 
hath done me, for he is alwayes with 

” him in word, in deed, and thought, 
My Children, ye know well how my 
Rather did love me, and yetTI was never 
Jojabs tow the prouder thereof in my heart, For 
lizeſs in though T was a child, I had ever the fear 
Fr o[perity. of God in my mind, When Igrew unto 
|  _ ape, I moderated my ſelf, and honored 
my brethcen whom I feared, I held my 
peace when I was ſold, becai1'e I wonld 
not have the I/mar.ues to knaw my 
flock 


Of Joſeph. 
Roek and kindred; bow I wasthe fan of 
X L Faceb, 2 man of great firength Ge Pawes; 
SY Therefore have you in your deeds the 
Fear of God, and honour your brethren, 
yy for all men that obſerve thelaw of God 
er \ "re loved of him, Then I came with the 
© I Iſmaelites tO a certain place called. Indo- 
N a clc d they demanded of me what I 
. clep, AN 'y 
- was; and I ſaid (becauſe I would notces 
"$. prove my brethren ) that I was one of 
- - their Houſhold Slaves, Then faid the 
T ' Chief of them, thou art noflave; for 
t | thy countenance doth ſhew thee what 
* thou art, And he threatned me unto the 
© Death, yet for all that 1 ſaid again I 
was their Slave, But when we came A4n amiible 
into Egypt, they began to fſirive who countenance 
| ſhould have me for the money that was 4 19%" of £ 
peid, and they agreed that I ſhonld liveralmind 
abide in Egypr with 43 Merchant of their 
faculty untill ſuch time as they had made 
their merchandiſe and returned apain; . 
and God pave mie grace inthe hght of @ 
the Merchant , that he gave me the 
Charge of his hau'e, and the Lord 
blefled him by my hand, for the Lord 
gave him plenty of Gold and Silver, and 
I was with him three months and five 
; dayes, In this time pafſed by Memphitica 
; the wife of Putiphar in great glory , and 
' ſhe cali her eyes upon me (for the Eun- 
 uch; had ſhewed her of me ) & ſhe ſhews A covetous i 
- ed her husband of the Merchar t which Peart like 
was made richin the hand of a yourg wa Achav. | 
being 


I 


£10. 
A covetour being at Hebrew , and ſhe (aid they hf 


beers ike. fhloln him out of the land of Gan 
Achab 


< 
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therefore do now judgment upon 
and take the young man to be yay 
Reward and the God of the H:brew., 
ſhal blefſe you, for grace from heavenj , 
in him. Pa#phar her busband perſwad | 
ed with thele words, cauſed the Ma . 
chant to be fent for , and ſaid unto hiy | 
what do I hear of thee that Realeſt fowl | 
out of the land of the E-breaws, in (elligg 
of children ? The Mc:rchant fell dow, 
upon his knees, and prayed him , ſaying | 
I beſeech thee Lord, ſhzw me, for| 
know not what thou ſayeſt, He anſwer , 
ed again, Where pateſt thou this H: brea;, 
child ? and betaid the 1/n221ites lett hig. 
with me, antill they came this way again 
When he had taid !o. Puriphar ſaid 
bring the young man hither; and I being 
bronght in, did reverence to the Prince. 
of the Eunuchs, tor he was the third 
man in dignity with P-2r:0h, and Pringg 
of all the Eunuch:, and he had wife, 
children and concubins, Ard when be 
had taken me apart he faid art thon bond 
or art thou free? I anſwered bond, 
Ang he ſaid unto me? whoſe bond ma 
art thou ? I anſwered him, the 1/mac!ita 
And he ſaid again unto me. How cam 
ie to paſſe that thou waſt made the 
bondman ? And I ſaid for they bough 
me in the land of Canaan; yet be di 
not believe me > laying truly thou lieft 
an 


| 
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Wall rejoice with hin at chat time. And The reſur- 
"Sl theſe ſhal riſe again to glory , ard the re@1on and 
W reiidue unto ſhame. And the Lord ſhall jufgewent 
A Grit of all judge 1/r2:/, tor the unrightes deſcribed, 
"A ouſneſs committed againſt him, becauſe 
lf they believed natin God that came in 
/al the fleſh to deliver, Then ſhal he judge 
le all Nations, as many as believed not in 
big him when he appeared upon earth, and 
od be ſhal reprovel/74a:1amonglt the choſen 
ig of the Genti/cs , as he reproved Eſau in 
MN the Midianites, that ſeduced his brethren 
"8 by fornication and idolatry , who were 
I | eltranged from God and fell away from 
A. the inheritance of the children, becauſe 
'*Uthey feared nat God. But if you walk in 
Mg holineſs before the Lord, ye ſhal dwel in 
M hope again inme. And all 1/7a:/ ſhal be 
id gathered to the Lord, and I ſhall no 
TW more be called a ravening wolf, for your 4 propheſe 
NR robberies ſakes ; but I ſhal be called the 97 fc nat7- 
i 1.ords work-man, which giveth food un- %77 of 
"9 toſuch asdo good. And in my leed ſha! Chriſt, 
fe! be raiſed up the Beloved of the Lord, 
y whoſe voyce ſhal be heard upon the 

f earth, and he ſhall give new knowledee, 
"* and enlighten all Nations with the lioac 
Wd of underſtanding , and ſhall come up to PER 
'M ſave 1ſra:l, He ſhaltake from ther as a Co 
= Wolf, and give tothe Synagogue of the?” © 
y Gentiles, and continue in the Syn2g0pre 
5. of the Gentiles tothe worlds end, Hc 
'> ſhall be amongſt their Princes as maſical 
;  melgedy in the mouths of all mer: , and his 
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and ſayings ſhal be written 
F » Beoks. He ſhal be the Lords Da 
#* « Cw} Pr evermore. And as concernie 

OT my father Facob taught me, aying 
s - ar ſons He ſhal amend the defaults of thy Tribe 
: And when he had ended theſe ſayingy, 
he cemmanded his children to carry hi 
bones out ef Egypt , and to bury chewh 
Hebron by, his Fathers, So Benjamin die 
an hondred five and twenty years old, 
in agood age, and they put bim in 4 
Cothn; and in tbe fourſcore and eleventh 
year before the departure of the 1ſ-as/ita 
out of Egypt, they and their brethren 
conveyed their Fathers bones privily a- 
gain intothe land of Cargan, and buried 
him in Hebron, at the feet af his Fathers, 
and returned again ovt ef the land of 
Canaan, and dweltin Egypt, till the day 
of their departuce thence all together. 
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D | a ; 
infpg ow theſe Teſtaments of the rwelye 
ing: Patriachs were firſt fgund, and 
ride by whoſe means they were 
| tranflated out of Greek 
into Latime, 


FI Heſe Teſtaments were hidden and 


old, Concealed a long time, ſous the 
MU Teachers and the ancient Interpreters could 
enth mot find them: Which thing bappened through 
"HIA the Jpightfulneſs of the Jews, who by reaſon 
bred , f the moſt evident, manifeſt, and ofien pro? 
} ®. »hecies of Chrift , that are written in them , 
ried' 1;d bide them along wobile. At length the 
II) Greeks being very narrow ſearchers out of 
d of ,nciznr writings , ſought theſe Teflaments 
day Warily , and got them more Tarily, and 
fe Branſlated them faithfully out of Hebrew 
into Greek, Nevertheleſs this writing cons 
tinged yet flill unknown becauſe there was 

not any man to be found that Toas rkilful both 

— inthe Greek and Latine, nor any Inters 
preter that might procure the tranſlation of 
this noble work untill the time of Robert 

the ſecond, ſurnamed Grofthead : Biſhop of 
Lincoln , wobo ſent diligent ſearchers as ſar 
as Greece , 70 fetch him a Copy of the ſaid 
writing , without reſpet@ of thrir charges , 
 aobich he bare moi7 liberally, Therefore, t9 
* Continue the memories of thoſe moil light ſome 
propbeſies, fo the ſtrengthening of the C, brifli- 


F 2 an 


&# faith , that reverend Biſhop did in 
Jear of our Lord , 1242. Tranſlate 11 
painfully and faithfully , word for Tar 
out 07 Greek into Latine (11 Thich "PR. 
tomgues be ras counted very sKilfull ) by the 
| belp»f Mr. Nicolas Greck, Parſin of x 
Church of Datchot , and Chaplain to the 
«Abbot of St, Albans : tothe intent that by 
that mcans the evident propheſies,ubich ſhing 
more bright than the day light, might 4 
more gloriouſly come abroad tothe great 
confuſion of the Fews and of all Hereticks 

and enemies of the Church of Chrift, 

to whom he praiſe and glory 
for ever, Amen, 
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